
 "Sp ir i t i s never w i thou t mat ter , mat ter is
never w i thou t sp i r i t " R .S

 
Welcome to the th i rd issue of  Spir i t  Matters,
the quar ter ly  newslet ter  of  the Austra l ian
Branch of  the Agr icul tureSect ion (ABAS).

We encourage “co-workers” of  the ABAS to
submit  ar t ic les,  ref lect ions,  quest ions,  detai ls
of  those in  some way connected wi th  th is  work
who have passed,  updates on any re levant
gather ings,  research in  which you have been
involved or  in  which you would l ike to
par t ic ipate,  upcoming events,  book reviews,
etc,  to  be considered for  publ icat ion in  th is
newslet ter  (ag.sect ion.aust@gmai l .com)

This issue of  Spir i t  Matters contains a broad
mixture of  ref lect ions,  exper iences and
pract ices. Please save-the-date for  the 2026
ABAS conference,  ref lect  on the potent ia l  of
the branch,  BD community  and pract ices here
and abroad,  openness to research,  and so on. 

We hope you enjoy i t !
    

   
 

Con ten ts

1 . A prayer - Rena te S le igh
2 . The t ree verse cha l l enge down
under - Pau l Mar t in

3 . Tree verses - Pau l Mar t in
4 . ABAS 2026 Conference 
5 . Va ler i an f l owers ques t i on 
6 . A Commentary on The Chym ica l
marr iage of Chr is t i an Rosenkreuz
by EE Pfe i ffer

7 . Fur ther to Ether i c Research -
Hendr ik D ier i ch 

8 . The Ca lendar of the Sou l as a
ca lendar of the sou l - Pau l Mar t in

9 . The Tim ing of the Ca lendar of the
Sou l 

1 0 . Research upda te - Trevor Crowe
1 1 . ABAS Steer ing Group Success i on
P lann ing

12 . The Ear th is the subs tance of our
des t i ny - Ue l i Hur ter

13 . Those who have d ied
14 . Co-worker ques t i ons/ref lec t i ons

AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE AGRICULTURE SECTION 

SPIRIT MATTERS
WINTER - ISSUE 2026

Surrendered to spirit revelation,
I gain World Being’s Light.
Thought power, it grows

Clarifying to give my Self to me,
Awakening thinking’s might

To release for me the Sense of Self. 
(R.S. Soul Calendar verse 39)
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1.  A Prayer - Renate
Sleigh

Let me behold the being that
inspires each plant and tree;
Oh, let me grasp the fibre of each
animal we meet,
And let me feel the Spirit that stirs
in every human heart.
Help me to know the divine behind
the wind, the rain, the lightening
and the sun.

All is divinity clothed in outer
garment.
Help that my eye, my touch,
my ear unveil the locked-up secret
that they bare.

The world of Nature is filled with
grandeur,
Man can choose to fix or free;
To harden Nature’s forms or set its
being free.

Oh let me tenderly approach, listen
and touch each living thing
‘till it unfolds its wings,
Or carry deep within its echoing
sound
Music that can leave the Earthly
ground.

Then truly do I stand as Man,
Helping to further the Creator’s
plan. 

2. The Tree Verse
Challenge for us Downunder
- Paul Martin

I would like to pick up on some of
the imagery that Brian wrote about
in the last Spirit Matters, in his
article entitled “The Tree Branch”. 

Please see the attached Trees
Verses for each day of the week,
unfortunately written for the
Northern Hemisphere. To the best
of my knowledge these verses
were ‘penned’ by Albert Stefan.
Albert Stefan was a poet, a
playwright, a philosopher and a
close friend of Rudolf Steiner’s. I
believe Albert Stefan became the
next General Secretary of the
Anthroposophical Society after
Rudolf Steiner’s death.

When I was farming in Honey Bee
Nest Farm, Botton Village,
Camphill, on the North Yorkshire
Moors; each morning the Tree
Verse for that day was read out
loud as part of our ‘Morning
Prayers’ prior to breakfast. I always
found them beautiful and loved to
hear them each morning, but I
have to admit I did not actually
understand them; very similar to
my experiences of the Calendar of
the Soul – something beautiful but
reasonably un-understandable or
incomprehensible or unattainable.

However, they did become
understandable and attainable for
me and gaining even more beauty
as they did so when I discussed
them with a Eurythmist. This
Eurythmist had previously been a
forester, a lover of trees and
forests, until he had a complete
change of vocation and completed
the Eurythmy Training and became
a brilliant Eurythmist, without
losing his love for trees and forests.

Jonathon explained to me that
each day, was linked to a planet,
and hence each day had its own
colour, sound and gesture, just like
the planets. Hence each tree,
linked to a day and planet, had its
own gesture. Suddenly the Tree
Verses made sense. Some
examples follow:

Thursday: Jupiter; the Maple tree,
“O”, the gesture is a large O made
with the arms, enclosing a space.
On the farm we had many
Sycamores (a type of Maple), they
all had the gesture of “O” even if 2
or 3 were planted together, as a
group they formed an “O.” From a
distance you could also determine
a Sycamore by its shape, “O.”

Tuesday: Mars; the Oak tree, “A”,
the gesture is the crossing of the
arms, or legs. In the Oak tree the
boughs and limbs don’t radiate out
straight from the trunk, but
constantly bend, form elbows,
cross with each other; this is an
expression of “A.” Oaks also have a
relationship to iron, related to Mars.
The grain of Oak timber, does not
run straight, is quite fractured
(crossed). Tuesday is not a good
day to have meetings; things just
don’t run straight.

Saturday: Saturn; Firs, Beech,
Cypress, the Trees of the dark
forest, “U”, the gesture is made
with 2 straight arms with hands
extended, moving up and down, or
across, or even on a diagonal. It is
easy to see the “U” in the branches
of these trees as they grow up,
across and diagonally. There is
also something slow and
ponderous about these trees, just
like Saturn.



The readers from Tasmania and
Victoria will be able to relate to
these verses, as the early settlers
planted so many European Trees.
[If you are ever driving through
Western Victoria, make sure you
drive through Camperdown, the
spectacular avenues of Elms will
never again be seen in Europe,
Elms in Europe were wiped out by
the Dutch Elm Disease]. In
Queensland it is a different matter.

So, my challenge is: Can we
choose trees, and write verses,
that suit our regions? But they
would have to be native trees, not
introduced species.

I have been thinking about this on
and off since arriving in Australia
26 years ago, I haven’t got very far.
But for us in Southeast
Queensland, I have chosen only
two, but haven’t written any
accompanying verses:

The Queensland Bottle Tree 
(Brachychiton Rupestris); for
Thursday, Jupiter, “O”

The Blackbutt; for Saturday,
Saturn, “U.”  The Silky Oak could
also be Saturday tree.
For us antipodeans Albert Stefan’s
Tree Verses, raises again the
dichotomy that exists in Nature
between the Northern and
Southern Hemispheres. Can we
overcome this dichotomy by
writing our own verses?

I also feel that the final lines of
each verse relate to Archangel
Michael, The Time Spirit of our
time. Archangel Michael easily
bridges both Hemispheres.

Paul Martin,
Flaxton Grove, Queensland.

3.Tree Verses

Sunday         SUN  

Thus speaks the high growing
Light filled Ash tree.
The tree of the golden Sun.
Oh Man!
Be upright and noble
Don’t waste your time with futilities
Be conscious of your own ego.
Of your human nobility.

Monday      MOON

Thus speaks the silvery Moon
At Maytime through the flowering
Cherry trees.
Whose flowers ripen to fruit
At summertime.
Oh man!
Transform like a plant
The lowest to the highest
Purify the instincts
Ripen and gather the fruits of life.

Tuesday       MARS 

Thus speaks the gnarled Oak
The servant of iron Mars
Oh Man!
Root in the depths and reach the
heights 
Be powerful and strong
Be warrior, knight and protector.

Wednesday MERCURY 
 
Thus speaks the quicksilver
Of Mercury
Through the living growth of the Elm 
And her winged seed.
Oh Man!
Move thyself be life-filled and quick

Thursday     JUPITER

Thus speaks the Maple 
With his large leaves
The tree of Jupiter
Two whom tin is holy. 
Oh Man!
Overcome the haste and hurry
within you
Seek hours of quietness
In which wisdom and kindness
Can be born.

Friday          VENUS

Thus speaks the coppery Venus
Through the whitish, virgin Birch
And drinks much light.
Oh Man!
Build up your soul in softness
Admire lovingly
The beauty of all the world.

Saturday     SATURN
 
Thus speaks the lead of Saturn
Through the trees
Of the dark forest 
Fir, Beech and Cyprus
Oh Man!
Feel the responsibility for pain of
your age.
And the whole of humanity.
Assume with inner seriousness
The challenge of your life.



4.Australian Branch of the
Agriculture Section
(ABAS) Conference 2026
- Fri July 10 to Mon 13

‘Meeting the Earth's

Changing Needs Through

Growing Consciousness

and Practices

Samford Valley Steiner School

5 Narrawa Rd, Wights Mountain QLD

40 mins drive from Brisbane

We have a range of viewpoints
addressing the theme from both a
practical and anthroposophical point
of view. There will be a number of
lectures on the theme, workshops on
Goethean observation and much
more. On the final morning there will
be a garden tour and discussions on
Biodynamics in tropical and sub-
tropical regions.

We intend to open up the question of
Spiritual Scientific research and
encourage participants to both bring
their Biodynamic research ideas to
share and seek support, or
contribute to existing projects.

Accommodation options include
dormitory style sleeping on gym
mats in classrooms (no charge),
camping (no charge) or self
organised Airbnb accommodation.

There is a nearby train station, with
the potential of transport to the
school.

For details and registration see:
https://events.humanitix.com/meeting-
the-earth-s-changing-needs-through-
growing-consciousness-and-practices

For enquiries:
ag.section.aust@gmail.com 
or call Brian Keats on 0431 824 120.

Conference Program

or scan the QR
code with your
phone camera

https://events.humanitix.com/meeting-the-earth-s-changing-needs-through-growing-consciousness-and-practices
https://events.humanitix.com/meeting-the-earth-s-changing-needs-through-growing-consciousness-and-practices
https://events.humanitix.com/meeting-the-earth-s-changing-needs-through-growing-consciousness-and-practices
mailto:ag.section.aust@gmail.com


5.Valerian Flowers - Paul
Martin

Any advice on growing Valerian in
the Sub-tropics (Flaxton Grove, SE
QLD) would be greatly
appreciated. 

Follow the orange arrow to see the
flower. It’s my first Valarian flower,
rather pathetic isn’t it! It flowered
about the beginning of March. I
have 6 plants, only 1 has flowered.
These plants are about 3 years old,
they are in moist rich soil, they have
been well mulched, and they are in
a semi-shaded area. They have
quite healthy leaf growth, and I
imagine spreading root rhizomes by
now (but I don’t dare dig down to
find out). It’s just that the flower
stalk is very weak and short, and 

the cluster of flowers is rather
poor, it certainly did not live up to
my expectations, I remember the
flower stalk being at least 1metre
tall, strong and upright.

Also, advice on extracting the
juice would be appreciated; in the
distant past I have used a garlic
press but only got a dribble. Can I
make a concentrated tea, allowing
the flowers to steep in hot water?

7.A Commentary on The
Chymical marriage of Christian
Rosenkreuz by EE Pfeiffer -
Paul Martin

It’s inspiring to read the writings of
Anthroposophy or commentaries on
Anthroposophy and we could include
hundreds, thousands, many
thousands of inspiring quotes in
“Spirit Matters” but I felt the quote
below particularly relevant because it
refers to what we do, as Biodynamic
farmers and gardeners, striving to
bring about the marriage of spirit and
matter; and because it was spoken
by Ehrenfried Pfeiffer who didn’t
attend the Agriculture Course
because Rudolf Steiner told him to
stay in Dornach to look after
“business at home”, yet he became a
leading researcher and leading
advocate and a foundational pillar of
Biodynamics.

Quote from Pfeiffer’s Commentary
on The Chymical Marriage of
Christian Rosnkreutz - 

“As to the meaning of the name
Chymical Marriage: Chymical and
Alchemy are related. Chymical does
not refer to chemistry but relates
back to an Arabian word Al-Chemi.
Kem is an old Egyptian word for
Egypt, used in 2000 B.C. Kem
means Egypt and other meanings
are black and earth. Thus Al-Chemi
in Arabic means knowledge of the
black earth, knowledge of matter, in
our terms science but in a deeper
sense. Out of these words came the
Black Art, and the hocus-pocus of
making gold out of nothing. Chymical
means more or less also the
knowledge of nature. Thus, the
Chymical Marriage means the
marriage of matter with the spirit,
that is, the knowledge of how the
spirit incarnates in matter and makes
matter live, develop and change.... 



...The book describes how the union of
spirit and matter can be attained by the
individual, and how the Spirit Self of
Man can be developed. That is, it
describes the union of the higher ego
with the physical, etheric, astral and
ego, the union of these four with what
we call Manas. The book is a
predecessor of Rudolf Steiner’s
Knowledge of Higher Worlds and Its
Attainment. Only if we read it carefully
and repeatedly and mediate on it can
we begin to understand it. It describes
going from the physical world to
Manas. It describes the purification of
the Astral, in order to bring about the
next higher stage of knowledge. That is
why I think it worthwhile to bring this
material before you.” 

For those who may not be familiar with
“The Chymical Marriage of Christian
Rosenkreuz” by Valentine Andrea I add
a previous and informative quote from
the same lecture by Pfeiffer.

“What is described in the book, he
refers to as a spiritual experience of
Christian Rosenkreuz himself, but the
book was not written by Christian
Rosenkreuz. It covers an experience of
seven days taking place in 1459. That
is, in 1602 Valentine Andrea describes
the experience of Christian
Rosenkreuz in 1459. The latter was
incarnated from 1378 to 1484, dying at
the age of 106 years. In 1602 the
experience was seen by the spiritual
eye of Valentine Andrea and written
down by him. This has a bearing on our
subject because there was an order
initiated by Christian Rosenkreuz and
one condition of it was that nothing
should be known of the personality of
the leader until 100 years after his
death, namely 1584. It took 18 years
more before something could be
written, but Valentine Andrea was born
in 1584.”
 

7.Further to Etheric
Research - Hendrik Dierich

It is a short time until the 2  ABAS
Conference How are we
travelling? What are the questions
being asked and themes and
topics under consideration? 

nd

Admittedly, the war on Iran has
spiked fuel prices, not only
showing up our complete
unpreparedness for such a fuel
shortage, but it also puts under
pressure the travel considerations
of those coming to Brisbane from
interstate (or even intra-state). 

Some of us have been meeting
very occasionally in a “Signal ”
group to exchange ideas and map
out how this BD research might
look. Others have participated in
online study and meditation
meetings on Whatsapp as a way
or working in line with indications
from the Agricultural Section at
the Goetheanum. Others still are
simply beavering away on their
own, doing their private
observations and research. This
is a big country and working in
groups, other than online, is rare.
Which makes a conference where
we physically meet and talk and
listen all the more special, and
important.

I have sent for inclusion in the
third edition of Spirit Matters links
and references to some important
work, very much in line with our
research and the conference
theme. The first is to a Journal
called Janus Head (a Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies) Volume
8, Issue 1. This Vol.8 dates back
to May 1 2005 and contains 12
separate research papers of
Goethean observation across a
number of different fields
http://janushead.org/2005/05/
Excellent work and very relevant
to the theme of the coming 

second conference addressing
Goethe’s methodology and
practice.

The second reference/link is to a
website www.aetherforce.energy/
This site includes many articles on
Goethe’s work, Steiner’s work and
a section called the Schiller File
(Paul Eugen Schiller, 1900-1992).
Schiller knew Steiner and worked in
the Stuttgart research laboratory
set up after WW1, but moved it to
the Goetheanum, Switzerland
when hyper-inflation destroyed the
German economy and the
laboratory could no longer continue
to operate. The Schiller file lists its
contents as the following:

Supplements to the collected works
of Rudolf Steiner. Scientific
research suggested by Dr. Rudolf
Steiner on electricity · terrestrial
magnetism· radio· conduction of
heat · sound-sensitive flames·
etheric formative forces· the four
ethers · resonant oscillation·
refinement of peat fibres· and more.

This is a serious piece of research
information and guidance for those
wishing to undertake etheric
research or broaden their current
work. I strongly urge you to at least
browse if something in it clicks with
you. Its copyright prevents any
publishing of contents, however
you can use the link  on your
internet browser and read till your
heart’s content!  Enjoy :-)

One issue that I want to address is
the disquiet some may feel about
etheric devices out there in use.
Rudolf Steiner spoke about the
need for humanity to develop
etheric machines, guided by human
moral forces. A drawing of the
etheric device used in the staged
performance of his 3  Mystery
drama, performed in 1912? in
Stuttgart, Germany is included in 
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the Schiller File. There is no doubt
about our task here, but what is not
clear is how we do this, what steps
bring us along a path to such an
etheric machine. While we are
undertaking this, how do we protect
ourselves?

Fast forward from 1920s to 2020s
and we recognise a vast change in
the ‘atmosphere’ of the earth, as it
affects us human beings but also all
of nature, all living things. In
Steiner’s time the air contained
radio waves, and electric vehicles,
especially trams (or street-cars)
subjected passengers to electric
and magnetic fields. No mobile
phones, no internet, no
microwaves, no phone towers (or
cell towers) and more … Today we
are drowning in an electromagnetic
soup that has serious effects on
many aspects of our life - bodily
health, sleep patterns, our
consciousness, emotions,
hormones, endocrine system,
immune system, our organs, brain
fog, inability to recall facts, onset of
dementia and more, a truly scary
list of symptoms, about which
medicine and the media are
strangely silent!

We are left to our own devices,
literally, to defend ourselves
against this technological onslaught
and maintain our humanity. How do
we do this? There are options, here
is a list of some of them:

Crystal Healing - do your own
research online for the
particular protection you need
but  start with Black
Tourmaline, Clear Quartz,
Amethyst, Smokey Quartz, Elite
Shungite;
Tensor Rings, the work of Slim
Spurling, here is his site:
www.lightlifetechnology.com
Reiki, Pranic healing,
Acupuncture, Qigong/Tai Chi, 

Therapeutic Touch /
Therapeutic Massage,
Breathwork, Rest & Sleep,
Nutrition, Grounding, Nature
(Tree bathing - Japan);
Presence - the work of Eckhart
Tolle is very relevant here.
Check out his books online.
Etheric Cleansing: Salt baths
(Epson/Sea salt), Smudging
(Sage, palo santo, incense),
Sound (Singing bowls, bells,
chanting, humming),
Visualisation (Washing in
waterfall of light);
Orgonite, the pioneering work
of Don & Carol Croft:
https://www.croftzappers.com/
about Orgonite is particularly
useful and powerful - it works
24/7, protecting home, work
and you. 

If you are undertaking etheric
research work, or doing anything
that lifts your awareness beyond
the daily level needed to function
as a citizen - be aware that you are
in the cross-hairs of the antiforces.
This is not conspiratorial but
experientially validated. The more
you do for the good of the planet,
the more you do for humanity, the
more you come to their attention,
so protection is not an option it is a
necessity. As a light-worker you
realise that this is the actual plane
upon which the evolution of
humanity is playing out. Daily life,
while a necessity, is mere
distraction. The inner realm (inner
& outer are one, I know) is action
stations! Do your homework, be
prepared (like a good Scout!) lol.

At the upcoming conference I will
be presenting the research work I
do on Etheric Constructs and
explain how they work. This
includes Electroculture,
Paramagnetic Towers, Orgonite
and Pendulums. I will have
examples of the above to 

showcase their construction and
function. All of these ‘etheric
constructs’ are used around the
world and have been for decades,
some of them for (many) hundreds
of years, so nothing new here.
These time-tested life-support
systems, combined with the rapid
development of quantum physics
and AI (artificial intellect) put our
‘world views’ or paradigms under
serious review.

I feel it is timely for the BD
movement and those working out
of Anthroposophy to familiarise
themselves with these modalities.
They are important adjuncts to the
work on BD preparations,
composting, flowforms,
homeopathy, regen-farming and
permaculture. With open hearts
and minds, and in a community
context we will make the
necessary progress, as Rudolf
Steiner called us to do. I look
forward to seeing you at the
conference in July for sharing and
growing awareness.

Hendrik - Maroondan, Qld 
...................................................

A Bit of Trivia, Maybe? 
A few weeks ago, I noticed in the
local paper that St. Isidore was for
sale. St. Isidore is the name of a
beautiful old, heritage listed,
Queenslander, in Mapleton, on the
hill above the Post Office, nestled
amongst the large trees. I did
some research and found out that
St. Isidore is the Patron Saint of
farmers, labourers and rural
communities; evidently in the mid-
19  century this beautiful
Queenslander was planned to be
an Agriculture College, at the time
it was owned by the Catholic
Church. I asked a friend, who is
good with words, to do some
etymology research on “Isidore”
for me. 
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This is what she found: Isidore,
Isidorus, means “gift of Isis.” Isis is
the Egyptian Goddess, and doron
is Greek for “gift.”
I felt quite honoured to know that
my Patron Saint was a “gift of Isis.”
Knowing that Isis and The Divine
Sophia have a close relationship.

Paul Martin, (retired BD farmer,
current labourer), Flaxton,
Queensland.
...................................................

8.The Calendar of the Soul
as a calendar of the soul

Some time ago, on the WhatsApp
Study Group video conversation,
someone said, words to the effect:
“I don’t understand the Calendar of
the Soul, but I love to read it each
morning.” Well, to that person I
would like to say: “You are not
alone. Join the Club.” And to that
person, and the rest of the “Club” I
write this article. Years ago, I used
to get so frustrated when reading
the Calendar of Soul, simply
because I didn’t understand it. In
fact, it got so bad that I used it as ‘a
stick to beat myself up with!’ Then,
even the words would lose their
beauty and wonder. It got to this
point because I would tell myself:
“You are an Anthroposophist, you
need to have an Inner Life, you
need to read and study the
Calendar of the Soul for your Inner
Development!” Then I would give
up, and my copy would gather dust
on my bookshelves, then later I
would pick it up blow the dust off
and start again. The words still
held their beauty and wonder, but I
still didn’t understand it.

It was not until this morning, on my
early morning walk, that I was
thinking about the comment the
person made. I shall try to share
my thoughts with you.

There are numerous calendars; the
one we hang on the pantry door,
where we write down dentist’s and
doctors’ appointments, and the
birthdays of the Grandchildren, etc;
then there are the  Sowing and
Planting Calendars (like Brian’s)
that tell us all sort of useful things;
and then there are the Nautical
Almanacs, that tell the position of
the stars and planets for those
sailors who still navigate using a
sextant; just to name a few. But
they are all so very different to
Rudolf Steiner’s Calendar of the
Soul. Some are simply mnemonic
(memory joggers), some are
guides, some provide us with
important intellectual information,
but none feed our souls like
Steiner’s Calendar of the Soul,
except possibly those anthologies
of ‘words of wisdom’ one brief
paragraph for each day by a
different author, maybe Nelson
Mandella, or Desmond Tutu, or
Thich Nhat Hanh, or even Rudolf
Steiner, etc.

I wondered if we should try to put
Steiner’s Calendar of the Soul into
a different category. I was having
these thoughts when I walked
under the huge Jacaranda tree 

overshadowing the path,
unfortunately no longer in flower.
This Jacaranda tree reminded me
of the painting in the Brisbane Art
Gallery called “Under the
Jacaranda” by Godfrey Rivers. I am
far from being an Art Critic but
“Under the Jacaranda” is a rather
striking painting, one gets ‘fed’ by
it. What makes this painting even
more striking and more
unforgettable, is that the curators
of the Art Gallery each day sprinkle
a few jacaranda tree flowers on the
floor beneath the painting, it looks
like the tree in the painting is
dropping its flowers just like they
do outside in Nature. This simple
act most certainly adds something
very special to the painting.

After a while one has to walk away
to look at other paintings and to
make room for other viewers, but
because you have been moved by
this painting if you look back you
can no longer see it but you can
still see the jacaranda petals on
the floor, and the whole moving
experience of looking at the
painting comes back to you. One’s
soul has been fed.

Can we look at Steiner’s Calendar
of the Soul like we look at “Under
the Jacaranda,” it doesn’t
necessarily feed our intellect or jog
our memories, but it does feed our
souls. When we read the Calendar
of the Soul, can we not try to
understand it with our intellect but
allow it to feed us like “Under the
Jacaranda.”  And like “Under the
Jacaranda” when we walk away
and get on with our daily lives, the
“petals” still linger with us: “Petals”
like “This is my summer heritage,
my autumn solace and my winter
hope” (Verse 29), or “To carry spirit
light into world-winter-night my
heart is ardently impelled” (Verse
37), or “The winter will arouse in
me the summer of the soul” (Verse,
30), or “And my will’s fiery energy  



shall steel my spirit striving” (Verse
26), or… I could go on and on,
there are so many thought
provoking, but equally beautiful
petals.

As each one of us has an individual
soul, we will all have a favourite
painting, or poems, or sculptures,
or music, or………… that stirs our
individual souls.   Hans Heysen’s
painting “Droving into the Light”
also has the same effect on me,
there are no “Petals” as such but
an imagination (and memory) of
the smell of the dusty heat, the
eucalyptus, the lanolin, the horse
sweat, etc. Maybe I am being too
sentimental? 

So, this is my response to the
person who made the statement
above, and the question arises:
Can we actually compare Rudolf
Steiner’s Calendar of the Soul to
works of art that also feed our
souls?  And, when we read and
meditate upon, the Calendar of the
Soul in this light, are we actually
thinking with our hearts? Steiner
write about “thinking with our
hearts” somewhere.

Reference: The Calendar of the
Soul, by Rudolf Steiner, translated
by Ruth and Hans Pusch.

Paul Martin, Flaxton Grove,
Queensland.
....................................................

9.The Timing of the Calendar
of the Soul

Until relatively recently the earth’s
annual time rhythms were
measured by BC (before Christ)
and AD (Latin for “in the year of the
Lord”), more recently because of
secular sensitivity this has been
changed to BCE (Before Common
Era) and CE (Common Era). So,
this year instead of 2026 AD we

are now 2026 CE. Before the
changes came about Rudolf Steiner
had indicated that our current
calendar was in error, in error of 33
years. That year number 1 should
have begun with the Mystery of
Golgotha and not with the birth of
Jesus of Nazareth. BC is clearly
before Christ, not before Jesus. If we
correct this error of 33 years, year
number 1 becomes year 33 AD (or
year 33 CE, using modern
terminology).

The Calendar of the Soul has 52
verses, one verse for each week
(although this does vary slightly from
year to year depending on when
Easter falls within the year) of the
year. Rudolf Steiner gave the
Calendar of the Soul for the year
starting Easter Sunday 1912, ending
with Palm Sunday 1913. Easter
Sunday in year 33 AD (CE) is the
year that the Christ Being truly
enters into the Earth, the time of the
Mystery of Golgotha, the time of the
“Turning Point of Time”. Using the
correction of 33 years, 1912
becomes 1879.

1879 is an extremely significant and
important year! 1879 is the year
Archangel Gabriel relinquishes
responsibility of the Earth and of
humanity and hands over the
responsibility to Archangel Michael.
We now live under the reign of
Archangel Michael and have done
so for nearly 150 years. So, the
question arises: Was the Calendar
of the Soul given out to humanity in
preparation for the coming of
Archangel Michael?

Earlier publications of the Calendar
of the Soul were as cards that
slipped inside packet of cigarettes.
In my youth there were also cards
inside cigarette packages, but they
were mostly of famous (or infamous)
football players. I have heard that
during 

the First World War these cards of
the Calendar of the Soul were
sought after by the soldiers in the
trenches, one can only imagine what
soul nourishment, what peace, these
poor men received as these cards
were passed up and down the lines.
What tears of desperation were shed
onto these cards, what prayers of
hope and for peace were prayed
over them.

In 1912 AD (1879 AD/CE) Rudolf
Steiner gave us the Calendar of the
Soul, he did this at Helsinki, Finland,
Longitude 60 N and Latitude 25 E. I
understand that the lectures that
Steiner gave at this time were lost to
prosperity.  

With respect to World Evolution, we
are currently in the 5  Post Atlantean
Period, this Period is made up of the
7 Cultural Epochs: Ancient Indian,
Ancient Persian, Egyptian-
Babylonian-Chaldean-Assyrian,
Greco-Roman, our present Epoch
(Anglo-Aryan) and in the future the
Slavic Epoch and, in the distant
future, the American Epoch are still
to come. Each Cultural Epoch last
for 2,160 years, our current Epoch
started in 1413 AD/CE, with the
dawning of the Consciousness Soul.
Each Cultural Epoch carries an
important aspect of development for
humanity; but this subject is far too
big and complex to continue in this
article.

th

Helsinki is the furthest north and the
furthest east that Rudolf Steiner
travelled and lectured. Hence my
next question arises: Was he giving
the Calendar of Soul to the Slavic
peoples in preparation for the next
Cultural Epoch, the Slavic Epoch?
  

These are my two questions on the
timing of the Calendar of the Soul:

1.Was the Calendar of the Soul
given out to humanity to prepare
us for the coming of Archangel
Michael?



2.Was the Calendar of the Soul
given out to the Slavic peoples
in preparation for the next
Cultural Epoch, the Slavic
Epoch? 

Paul Martin, Flaxton Grove,
Queensland.
................................................................................................................

10.Research update -
Trevor Crowe

As we rapidly approach the ABAS
conference in Brisbane, there are
a few things I’d like to share to
help prime those of you who are
able to attend in person, but also
for those interested in how ABAS
research might develop but are
not able to attend the conference
in person yet might like to get
involved in other ways. 

The first is to share links to some
important resources that provide
insight into biodynamic research
happening worldwide associated
with the Section for Agriculture at
the Goetheanum
https://www.sektion-
landwirtschaft.org/en/ and linked
to the Biodynamic Federation
Demeter International (BFDI)
https://demeter.net/biodynamics/b
iodynamic-research/

The Section for Agriculture and
BFDI in partnership with
Forschungsring (a successor
organisation of the Experimental
Circle of Anthroposophic Farmers
launched during the Agricultural
Course that Rudolf Steiner gave in
Koberwitz in 1924)
https://www.forschungsring.de/en/
home-en 
coordinate the International
Biodynamic Research Network
to build up a global research
community. ABAS will engage
with this network. You can too!

Eduardo Rincón introduces this
network during his video
presentation at the coming ABAS
conference. 

The Biodynamic Network has been
designed to create a community
experience. It can be shaped
according to the needs of the
Biodynamic Community, whilst
allowing a “self-organised” platform.

It has a modular architecture that
provides research tools and
specific research groups.
There are public areas for open
discussion and exchange, as well
as restricted areas for individual
projects and sensitive data.

The Section for Agriculture provides
the infrastructure while giving you the
power – and the responsibility – to
shape and moderate the Biodynamic
Network as you see fit. Thus:

Inspiring individual initiatives and
self-moderation.
Strengthening the community
while keeping maintenance low.

The BD Network is aimed at:
BD research community,
including scientists, students,
and institutes.
BD advisors and trainers,
supporting education and
engagement.
BD practitioners, professional as
well as private.
Everyone interested in BD
Agriculture, including
administrative bodies, journalists,
and the broader public.

The BD Network is structured similar
to a social media platform, where
users can create posts, start polls,
see and create calendar entries, find
each other on the Members Map,
and much more. The main
differences to other social media
platforms are:

Your data will not be used for
profit-oriented activities such as
advertisement.

Users take an active role in
shaping the BD Network.

There is a wealth of information
and interesting sharing on the BD
Network site so dive in and get
involved!

Anyone interested in signing up for
the network, you can use the
following links:
Biodynamic Network - Quick Steps
for Registration
Access and Registration via Web
browser:
1. Choose an option:
Option A: Go to Biodynamic
Network and follow the
instructions.
Option B: Scan this QR code on
this link join via mobile devices

Second - The DOK trial

Some of you may not be aware of
the long-term comparative study
known as the DOK trial. It has
been running for over 45 years and
is invaluable for comparing
agricultural systems with one
another.

The abbreviation DOK stands for
Dynamic, Organic, Conventional
(“Konventionell” in German).
“Dynamic” refers to biodynamic
agriculture, “Organic” to organic
farming and “Conventional” to the
type of agriculture that emerged
from the Green Revolution in the
1960s and rapidly produced high
yields through the use of synthetic
fertilisers and pesticides.

The DOK trial was established in
1978. It is coordinated by FiBL
(Research Institute of Organic
Agriculture) and Agroscope,
together with several national and
international project partners. 

The DOK trial plots are located in
the Leimental near Basel,
Switzerland.

https://www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/
https://www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/
https://demeter.net/biodynamics/biodynamic-research/
https://demeter.net/biodynamics/biodynamic-research/
https://www.forschungsring.de/en/home-en
https://www.forschungsring.de/en/home-en
https://community.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/
https://community.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/
https://www.goetheanum.org/fileadmin/SLW/Arbeitsfelder/forschung/2021/BDNet_Onboarding_QuickSteps.pdf
https://www.fibl.org/en/
https://www.agroscope.admin.ch/agroscope/en/home.html


What makes the DOK trial so
special?
After converting an agricultural
system, for example from
conventional to biodynamic or
organic, various effects only
become visible over longer periods
of time. 

One of the reasons for this is that
transformation processes in the
soil, such as the build-up of stable
organic matter, only take place
slowly. 

The DOK trial consists of 96 plots
each of 100 m2. Blocks are formed
of six plots. Each of the total of 16
blocks has four replicates. The four
different blocks are therefore
repeated over the entire trial field.
The repetitions are essential to
take account of variations in soil
composition and chemistry and to
obtain more meaningful results. 

Three different plant varieties are
grown in each block, which are
rotated annually as part of a seven-
year crop rotation.

Each block contains two different
treatments:

Block 1: Unfertilised control
(NOFERT) and cultivation with
mineral fertilisers in customary
quantities according to the
recommendations of the
research institutes (CONMIN).
Block 2: Biodynamic cultivation
at fertiliser levels 0.7 LSU*
(BIODYN 0.7) and 1.4 LSU
(BIODYN 1.4).
Block 3: Organic farming with
fertiliser levels of 0.7 LSU
(BIOORG 0.7) and 1.4 LSU
(BIOORG 1.4).
Block 4: Cultivation with
farmyard manure in the
fertiliser levels 0.7 LSU
(CONFYM 0.7) and 1.4 LSU
(CONFYM 1.4).

*The abbreviation LSU stands for
livestock unit and refers to an
animal’s annual nutrient excretion. 

An adult cow counts as 1.0 LSU, a pig
about 0.55 LSU and a laying hen about
0.01 LSU, depending on their age and
the exact function of the animals. The
fertiliser level of 1.4 LSU per hectare is
considered standard practice.

How do the individual DOK plots
differ?
The choice of crop variety, crop
rotation and soil cultivation are the
same for all plots. The primary
differences relate to the type and
quantity of fertiliser applied and the
plant protection measures.

BIODYN is fertilised with slurry and
composted farmyard manure (dung),
while BIOORG receives slurry and
rotted farmyard manure. CONFYM
receives mineral fertiliser and rotted
farmyard manure. CONMIN uses
mineral fertiliser only.

In both organic systems weed control
is exclusively mechanical. Only organic
preparations are used for pest control. 

In BIODYN, biodynamic preparations
are used in addition. In CONMIN and
CONFYM, weed control is carried out
chemically and conventional pesticides
are also authorised for pest control.

What are the results of the DOK trial?
Scientific studies on the DOK trial are
being conducted and published on an
ongoing basis. Some of these have
already been analysed as study
reports by the Section for Agriculture
(use this link to review other emergent
results DOK Trial).

In general, it can be said that BIODYN
and BIOORG have a lower yield than
CONMIN and CONFYM, but also
require a much lower use of fertilisers
and pesticides. The energy input (e.g.
energy needed by tractors, energy
usage for fertilizer production) is lower
as well. Moreover, the biodynamic
system not only has the least harmful
effect on the climate, but also shows
the highest soil quality in a number of
parameters.

Third, the 3  and 4  International
Biodynamic Research
Conferences 

rd th

The 3  International BD Research
Conference happened in
Cirencester, UK, 1 Aug - 4 Sept,
2025.

rd

The conference proceedings are
very comprehensive, rich and
diverse, and available in pdf for your
reading pleasure. The below link will
allow you to access the proceeding
free of charge!
3rd International BD Research
Conference Proceedings2025.pdf

Details of the 2027 (4 ) International
Biodynamic Research Conference
should be released soon, and we
have been told that it will be closer to
Australia. Hopefully some of us will
be able to contribute to this
conference!

th

In the meantime, the general Section
for Agriculture 2027 Conference is
seeking participation (see next
page) and has the theme of “working
with the intelligence of life”. 

Biodynamic farming and gardening
research needs you! Get involved!

https://www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/sv/what-is-the-dok-trial
https://irp.cdn-website.com/b0c5a1b3/files/uploaded/Conference+Proceedings.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/b0c5a1b3/files/uploaded/Conference+Proceedings.pdf


11.ABAS Steering Group
Succession Planning

The ABAS steering group will be
facilitating a strategic planning
session on the Saturday of the ABAS
conference in Brisbane this year (see
4 above). If all goes well we hope it
will be possible for co-workers
unable to attend in person to attend
via zoom. A zoom link will be
circulated via the ABAS email list
once the technical capacity has been
confirmed. 

This email will also include two forms
that can be used by co-workers to
contribute to the planning meeting
and emailed back by Friday 3rd July
so your input can be collated and
included in the planning workshop
(ag.section.aust@gmail.com):

1.The ABAS steering group
succession plan - with
associated coming vacancies,

2.Contributions to ABAS strategic
planning.

Co-workers (i.e., you or anyone else
interested in contributing to the
ABAS initiative) are directed to the
ABAS vision, mission and guiding
principles (see last page of this
newsletter) to assist with developing
and aligning any input you can offer. 

Briefly, members of the ABAS
steering group strive where possible
to hold their roles for three years.

Once the initial rotation is negotiated,
one third of the roles will be vacated
and expressions of interest will be
sought to fill these positions. It is
hoped that this will allow a balance
between continuity of the existing
impulse and opening to fresh inputs,
diversity and potentialities.  

The planning session will provide an
overview of the developing structure,
aims and progress of ABAS to date,
areas yet to be advanced and/or
developed, and lessons learned so
far. It will then be opened to targeted
areas of consultation and discussion,
with the hope that we arrive at
specfic development goals for the
coming year. 

We hope you can join the
discussions in person or contribute
indirectly via written inputs. 

The article that follows was recently
written by Ueli Hurter 
(co-lead Section for Agriculture Goetheanum,
Switzerland).
Unfortunately Ueli is not able to join
us in person at the conference, so
we will be discussing his article in his
absence. Please review and provide
your reflections in person or via the
aforementioned email.

12.The Earth Is the Substance of
Our Destiny - Ueli Hurter 

(May 27, 2026 in dasgoetheanum.com
June 20 2026)

We incarnate on a planet whose
evolution is intertwined with the
destiny of humanity. The “Great
Mother” is our body. We have a
karmic relationship with the Earth.

Our primary experience is unity -
oneness between self and world.
Gradually, duality emerges: child–
mother, ‘I’-world, human-Earth. Every
day - upon waking - we can try to
catch that moment when the ‘I’ again
falls out from the unified continuum of
experience and ‘I’ and world stand in
opposition to one another as
separate objects. This awakening to
duality occurs time and again
throughout our lives; it is an
archetypal experience of ourselves
as conscious and self-aware human
beings. I can recall, for example, how,
as a child, lying in a meadow and
gazing at the sky, I suddenly realized:
the clouds are moving, I am not. For
humanity as a whole, this transition
took place during the shift from a
nomadic life as hunters and
gatherers to a sedentary existence
approximately 12,000 years ago. 

An archaeological site that perfectly
illustrates this is Göbekli Tepe,
located on the upper tributaries of 

https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/the-earth-is-the-substance-of-our-destiny/?vgo_ee=Z3FYiUnHUuqWtnxtIPzb9Oe4zcYhsYhFBIQUpRRvI0FIhrusAFqTzGSmYYTK%253A3zGA6rN2IsxLNLPV6fmqPvgqp%252B%252B0d4ly
https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/the-earth-is-the-substance-of-our-destiny/?vgo_ee=Z3FYiUnHUuqWtnxtIPzb9Oe4zcYhsYhFBIQUpRRvI0FIhrusAFqTzGSmYYTK%253A3zGA6rN2IsxLNLPV6fmqPvgqp%252B%252B0d4ly


the Euphrates in what is now
Southeastern Anatolia, Turkey. On
a hill overlooking the plain circular
structures are set into the
limestone ground. Twelve stone
stelae, rising vertically with broad
horizontal crossbeams and forming
a T-shape suggestive of a human
figure, stand in a circle. Between
the stelae and connecting them is
an oval bench for the community to
sit on. In the middle stand two
larger stelae anchored in a rock
slab. They give an impression that
they have not risen from the Earth,
but instead have been sent down
from the cosmos of the gods. The
entire complex speaks, “Here I
stand, detaching myself from the
interwoven flow of continuous
horizontal life within the landscape
and with the animals. I stop time
and mark a point in space: I, here,
now, upright, in the present. I stand
and face the earthly world.”

The second stage is an experience
characterized by the sense that
while I evolve, the earthly world
does not; it remains static. As a
human being, I proclaim the end of
that former initial two-foldness and
follow the urge, within and without,
to new horizons. “[T]hat splendid
stranger with sense-filled eyes,
with gliding gait and gently-closed,
rich-toned lips” - that is how
Novalis describes him(1). And who
cannot remember having felt this
way in their romantic years? Before
it becomes bitterly serious and
existential, we ask, “Can I find my
way, my entirely individual path, in
this world so set in its ways? In this
sociologically conservative adult
world, in this religiously created
world of the Father?” And yes, we
felt it can be done. The people of
Göbekli Tepe domesticated the
wolf and it became a dog - the wild
stranger becomes the protector of
the self. The multi-seeded grasses
are cultivated into heavy, grain-
bearing cereals. The soil is 

furrowed with the plow. Light and
darkness, Ahura Mazdao and Ahriman,
are brought into encounter. Agriculture
proceeds from the Neolithic
Revolution.

And how did Odysseus fare in Troy?
With the first spark of individual
thought, he outwitted the sacred
cosmos of wisdom known to the
ancients. At the heart of ancient
oriental wisdom was the knowledge
that the human spirit-soul is, in fact, a
cosmic being and sojourns upon the
Earth again and again. Through the
course of time, the wheel of repeated
Earth lives - bound by karma - turns
relentlessly on. And freedom?
Odysseus takes it for himself. Who has
not been Odysseus at least once in
their life? The new that I bring is a
success! And then comes the journey
home, with sirens, cyclopes, and rivals.

All this still belongs to the tranquil
world of the Mediterranean. The
Portuguese looked out toward the
Atlantic, but no one sailed beyond sight
of the continental shore. Then, in 1418,
Henry the Navigator established the
School of Sagres. New ships capable
of sailing into the wind were built,
triangulation for navigation on the high
seas was developed, and commercial
ethics were taught. Explorers set sail.
The Earth became a globe. But trade
degenerated into colonization. The
freedom of some became the fate of
others. Modernity’s freedom is not
without guilt; progress creates guilt
among people, both collectively and
individually. Karmic relationships
become complicated.

In a third stage, the Earth awakens
from its astronomical and geological
slumber and reveals itself to be an
evolving being. “Does she, too, have a
destiny and karma like us humans?”
First, she begins to move. Copernicus
fixes the Sun in the sky and has the
Earth revolve around it and also around
herself. The Moon revolves around the
Earth, and the other planets, with the 

Earth, revolve around the Sun. Kepler
calculates and - thanks to Tycho
Brahe’s precise measurements -
concludes that the apparent circles
are in fact ellipses. The world is not
centric but eccentric; there is not one
single center, but at least two foci.
Every being lives not only from within
itself, but also from its relationship with
another. The cosmos - a world of
relationships, with the Earth right in
the middle.

And further, the Earth itself is also
evolving. The theory of evolution
developed by Charles Darwin and
others shows that the diverse species
of the plant and animal realm are
evolutionarily linked. Species evolve
from simpler to more complex forms -
from ferns to composite plants, from
fish to warm-blooded mammals. But
what of humans? Do they belong in
this sequence? And if so, where and
how? The creatures of the Earth
demand that humans embrace their
humanity and humans become
uncertain of their own origins and
aims. Then the ground itself begins to
shift - in 1912, Alfred Wegener
published his theory of continental
drift. Initially ridiculed, it evolved into
the now-recognized study of tectonics,
which can describe with remarkable
precision how the landmasses have
moved and continue to move on the
sea-blue planet Earth.

The soil and the Earth - and with them,
agriculture - came under the influence
of the Enlightenment’s natural
scientific perspective and were
studied, understood, and explained
through physical and chemical
analysis. In 1840, Justus Liebig knew
that nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium were the most important
plant nutrients, leading to the
development of synthetic chemical
fertilizers, nitrogen fertilizer being
foremost among them. This fertilizer is
produced in industrial quantities using
the Haber-Bosch process,which was
developed during World War I. It
marks the beginning of industrial
 



agriculture, which many farmers
experience as a liberation from
hardship and tradition. However,
industrial agriculture cannot shake
off its anti-ecological approach,
and, as a result, today it is a major
contributor to soil erosion, water
waste, and climate disruption.

Rudolf Steiner seized upon the
idea of evolution and explored the
development of the Earth from a
spiritual-scientific perspective. He
published his results in 1910 in
Occult Science in Outline(2). He
concludes that the Earth, too,
comes and goes, incarnates and
ex-incarnates. We are living in the
fourth phase of the Earth’s
evolution. It forms the middle of a
sequence of seven Earth
incarnations. The midpoint has
been passed. After a turning point
in evolution, the potential for a new
kind of upward evolution was
implanted to counteract the
destructive forces affecting the
Earth and humanity. This turning
point was the connection of the
solar being Christ with the Earth
and humanity. Since this “turning
point in time,” forces of resurrection
have been a real presence in the
Earth, the Earth’s atmosphere, and
in human hearts. But these forces
require active reception on the part
of humanity. 

During the fourth stage, both the
human being and the Earth are
evolving. They are no longer
independent of one another, but
rather depend upon each other. As
human beings, we draw daily from
the Mother Being of the Earth and
her gifts of nature. This can easily
be forgotten in a technologically
infused daily life amid the
accelerating stream of inventions
that come ever closer to
approximating an imitation of life.
As annoying as it is when we have
no cell phone reception when we
should, it would be much worse if
sleep no longer regenerated us, 

food no longer nourished us, springs
were silent, or masses of air were
obstructed. The Earth lives, and we are
embraced within her life.

What does our partnership with the
Earth look like? Are we still the
whimsical creatures she can love like a
mother with a twinkle in her eye? Most
certainly, yes, and hopefully that
thought crosses our minds more often,
seasoned with a pinch of self-irony. On
the other hand, our posturing about
emancipation has long since become
superfluous, and we abuse the Earth
on a daily basis. This situation has an
ecological dimension. We continue to
exploit the Earth and her resources,
pushing her to the brink of collapse.
Each of us is complicit, because we
are all caught up in the conditions of
civilization that, as a whole, create a
negative ecological footprint. What can
we do? Courageously and
spontaneously break free! Always keep
a pair of rubber boots in the trunk, so
next time you’re in a traffic jam, turn off
onto a dirt road and ask a farmer,
“Here I am—can I pitch in and help?
Pick up rocks, pull weeds, pick
cherries?”

And I realize that the Earth is waiting
for my footprint. I will walk upon her and
do my part for our shared future. My
vision for the future isn’t about fleeing
to the Moon and Mars while everything
on Earth falls apart; on the contrary, it’s
about giving the Earth a new vitality
through our human potential - just as
Van Gogh’s Sower -an image we all
know - sows the seeds of heaven into
the open furrow. What are our seeds?
What do we have to offer the Earth as
seeds of life? They are the forces of
resurrection that we know and
embrace, which have been available
since the turning point in time as seeds
to be taken in hand and heart.

In hand: At the request of farmers
concerned with the emergence of
chemical and nitrogen fertilizers behind
industrial agriculture, Steiner
responded by presenting a human-
based and human-oriented approach 

to agriculture during his 1924
Agricultural Course. Steiner described
the living soil as an organ of the
diverse agricultural organism from
which plants can produce healthy
fruits without chemicals in the vertical
space between sun and Earth. With
biodynamic preparations, we can
provide the soil and the Earth, the
food, and the people who eat it, with
regenerative forces—opening them up
to the cosmos and facilitating the
formation of earthly form and
substance.

In heart: The Earth wants to resurrect
within me. This can become a vivid
inward experience. How can I carry
the Earth in my heart so that she will
be within me just as I am within and
upon her? “Earth, isn’t this what you
want: to arise in us invisibly?” Rilke
asks. And he answers, “Earth, my
darling, I will!”(3) How can I realize this
“I will”? One possibility is to take the
Earth with me as I drift off to sleep, to
consciously cross the threshold with
her so that I may intentionally carry her
in my heart on the new day. Sleep is
the little brother of death. If I can take
the Earth with me on my paths of
shaping destiny, then she will - and
this is my request to her - carry me
and us further along the path of her
destiny.

Translation - Joshua Kelberman

Footnotes
1.Novalis, Hymns to the Night,

translated by Dick Higgins, 3rd edn.
(Kingston, NY:McPherson & Co.,
1978, 1988), 11; first published in
German, 1800.

2.Helena Blavatskaya, among others,
had previously published similar ideas
in herThe Secret Doctrine (1888)—Tr.

3.Rainer Maria Rilke. Duino Elegies, in
The Poetry of Rilke, translated by
EdwardSnow (New York: North Point
Press, 2009), “The Ninth Elegy.”



13.Those who have died.
Matias Baker - age 48, died on April
23 2026 after a long battle with
cancer, surrounded by the love of his
parents, Jonathan and Donna Baker,
and his partner, Svava Carlsen. His
strong faith carried him through the
difficult times to experience the joy
and ultimate healing with Christ and
the host of angels.

Matias was an alchemist, artist,
consultant in biodynamic farming,
and creator of natural medicinal
products. He carried a deep vision
for the healing of the earth through
biodynamic farming and devoted his
life to creativity, transformation, and
care for the natural world. 

Those who knew him will remember
his remarkable artistic spirit, his
searching mind, and his passion for
helping people and the earth live in
greater harmony.
(Obituary written by his father,
Jonathan Baker)

Matias served as a Board Member of
the Coros Institute, studied and later
taught in Dennis Klocek’s
Consciousness Studies
program.Those who spent time with
him experienced a soul devoted to
transformation, imagination, healing,
and reverence for the living earth.
(written by Ben Klocek of
https://soilsoulandspirit.com)
.......................................................
14.Co-worker input

Where possible each newsletter will
publish as many questions or
reflections or other input (e.g., book
reviews) from you “co-workers” of the
ABAS. 

It is hoped that anyone moved to
offer responses to these
questions/reflections will send them
to us to share with the broader
group. 

Please send any questions,
reflections or responses to
ag.section.aust@gmail.com

The Foundation Stone

Meditat ion  

At the turning point of time

The spirit-light of the world

Entered the earthly stream of being.

Darkness of night

Had ceased to reign;

Day-radiant light

Shone forth in human souls;

Light

That gives warmth

To simple shepherds’ hearts;

Light

That enlightens

The wise heads of kings.

Light divine,

Christ-Sun,

Warm

Our hearts;

Enlighten

Our heads;

That good may become

What from our hearts

We are founding,

What from our heads

We direct

With focused will.

https://soilsoulandspirit.com/


T h e  Aust ra l i a n  B ra n c h  of  th e  A g r i cu l tu re  S e c t i o n

V is i o n ,  M iss i o n  a n d  Gu i d i n g  P r i n c ip l es

Vision
Regenerat ion and enl ivenment  of  land,  consciousness and community,  

suppor ted by leadership and faci l i ta t ion in  the shar ing of  centra l  and evolv ing
biodynamic pr incip les and pract ices.

Mission
We str ive to  make Anthroposophia accessib le to  b iodynamic growers and consumers.
We str ive to  explore the spi r i tual ,  e lemental  and mater ia l  wor lds through biodynamic

and spir i tual  sc ience pract ices.
We str ive to  respect ,  honour  and engage wi th  the soul  and spir i tual  landscape of

Austra l ia.
We str ive to  bui ld  and st rengthen act ive networks that  suppor t  and share research,

educat ion,  nutr i t ion and cur iosi ty  about  spi r i tual  development  in  the pract ice of
biodynamic farming and gardening. 

We str ive to  st imulate and suppor t  d ia logue wi th in  and between diverse biodynamic
and other  farming and gardening perspect ives,  ins ights,  values and pract ices. 

Guiding Principles
1. We hold the teachings of  Rudol f  Ste iner  as integral  to  the pract ice of  b iodynamic

farming and gardening
2. We recognise that  considered adaptat ion of  b iodynamic pract ices may be

benef ic ia l  when working wi th  d i f ferent  ecosystems
3. We recognise the ro le of  d ivers i ty  in  understanding indiv idual  and communi ty

needs
4. We t reat  a l l  par t ic ipant  voices equal ly  as we str ive for  consensus in  decis ion

making
5. We are commit ted to  invest igat ion and exper imentat ion using a broad range of

research methodologies  
6. We foster  communi ty  outreach,  connect ion and suppor t  
7. We aim to bui ld,  share and reta in knowledge
8. We aim to empower those who carr y  th is  v is ion and mission into the future 
9. We aim to th ink and l ink g lobal ly,  whi ls t  act ing local ly
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