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My Self is threatening to flee away, 
By Light of Worlds mightily attracted.

Now step you my feeling-thinking
Into your rightful strength 

Replace the might of thinking, 
That in the senses appearance

Wants to lose itself. 

 "Spiri t is never without matter,

matter is never without spiri t " R.S

We l ive on Ear th,  the densest  p lanet  in  the
solar  system, where the spi r i tual  wor ld is

act ive throughout  –  even wi th in the
densest  mater ia ls. 

In  the sol id  foods we eat  are the
consequence of  the deeds of  the Seraphim

(Spir i ts  of  Love),  the most  exal ted
members of  the angel ic  h ierarchies!  

Farmers,  gardeners and eco carers a l l
have a ro le in  br inging th is  into

consciousness and expressing i t  in  thei r
dai ly  l i fe  act ions.

Matter  is  der ived f rom the Lat in  Mater  or
Mother.

Apar t  f rom being the densest  p lanet ,  our
Ear th Mother  is  the only  solar  system

planet  that  has l i fe  in  matter  as we
obser ve in  the plant ,  animal  and human

kingdoms. 

The forms of  these k ingdoms we can see
with our  physical  senses and are made up
of  sol ids (Ear th) ,  l iquids (Water) ,  gasses
(Air)  and warmth (Fi re)  –  the 4 states of

matter. 

[NB In mainstream physics terminology and thought
plasma ( ionized gas)  is  the 4  ment ioned state of  matter

and const i tutes 99.9% of  a l l  matter  in  the universe. ]
t h



1 .  E d i to r i a l  te a m  we l c o m e ,  i n t ro duc t i o n  

a n d  ste e r i n g  g roup  upd a te

Ear ly  on the steer ing group tongue- in-cheek was referred to as a band of  rebels. This  in  no
way ref lected the indiv idual  personal i t ies,  far  f rom i t  in  most  cases,  but  rather  pointed to the
combined “wi l l - ingness” required to in i t ia te an ef for t  to  inv i te  together  the disparate BD
groups across th is  great  southern land and at tempt  to  st imulate a broader  cur iosi ty  and
enquir y  into the spi r i tual  underpinnings of  b io-dynamic farming and gardening. 

Perhaps “ rebel l ion” here speaks of  a  desi re to  acknowledge but  not  succumb to,  exacerbate
or  fur ther  enable exist ing “ faul t - l ines”,  wounds,  or  d iv is iveness in  the BD and broader
Anthroposophy communi t ies.

No,  i t  is  not  a  panacea,  nor  a  band of  br idge bui lders,  just  an inv i tat ion to  postpone
contempt pr ior  to  invest igat ion. A request  to  mainta in cur iosi ty  in  re lat ion to  the potent ia l  of
th is  “shared space”,  and what  ar ises wi th in you in  response to the inv i tat ion to  par t ic ipate in
some way. For  some, personal  ref lect ions may ar ise,  asking “what  might  be necessar y for  me
to take up,  to  grow into,  and what  might  I  need to loosen my gr ip  on or  let  drop away in  order
to par t ic ipate?” For  others,  i t  may be “ I ’ve been wai t ing for  something l ike th is” whi le  other
st i l l  “not  for  me”.

Yes,  our  faul ts  and fa i l ings may outweigh our  st rengths and at t r ibutes. Yes,  there may be
some who feel  d ismissive or  even outraged by the audaci ty  of  th is  mot ley crew to take up
such a chal lenge. Yes,  there wi l l  be some who remain commit ted to  “us-and-them” bat t les,
perhaps feel ing disenfranchised,  or  usurped in  some way. Yet ,  wi th  your  help and f lex ib i l i ty
the inv i tat ion remains. Harmony may be possib le. 

Then there are those of  you who have shared your  exci tement  
and enthusiasm for  the potent ia ls  you see in  th is  shared endeavour.

I f  we consider  ourselves as par ts  of  a  whole,  “ in  the soup” together,  
rather  than discrete indiv iduals  or  groups,  the o ld crew or  the new,  
then perhaps together  we can a l l  contr ibute to  th is  greater  evolut ion. 
 

A hear ty  welcome to our  f i rs t  ‘Spir i t  Matters ’  newslet ter  f rom 
Trevor,  Mark and Br ian the edi tor ia l  team. 

 We strongly  encourage any of  our  readers’  t reasures –  contr ibut ions of
ar t ic les,  photos,  research etc.

This  edi tor ia l  team is  par t  of  the ‘Steer ing Group’  for  our  sect ion (see
below) which had 7 members leading up to the Braidwood conference in

June 2025 and now we include the welcome addi t ion of  Ishtar.

Ishtar  Qld
Mark Pat ton NSW
Trevor  Crowe Tas

Cole Bradshaw Tas
Simon Mar t in  SA

Steve Kapol ice Vic
Paul  Mar t in  Qld

Br ian Keats NSW



S te e r i n g  g roup

Cole Bradshaw
A Taswegian through and through he grew up in  a  hop growing fami ly  and  encountered BD in  1988
through Col in  Cook and Peter  Proctor. Apar t  f rom keeping his  thumb green he has a st rong interest  in
the men’s movement  and current ly  works wi th  incarcerated men in  Tasmanian pr isons.

Mark Patton
Mark is  based in  Sawtel l  NSW with h is  karmic threads to v ik ing lands sought  BD foods to nur ture a
young fami ly  and then,  in  the late 1980s,  became interested in  the depth of  th inking behind th is
strange,  yet  a l lur ing,  spi r i tual  sc ience. When l iv ing in  Tas he operated a communi ty  suppor ted
agr icul ture project  (CSA) feeding 60 fami l ies thei r  weekly  b iodynamic vegetables. He was a lso
instrumental  in  the forming of  Tasmanian Organic-Dynamic Producers (TOP).

Simon Martin
Simon hai ls  f rom the Adela ide Hi l ls  and back in  1974 he was drawn to b iodynamics when given a
Pfei f fer  book and to ld “You’re opposed to chemicals  so you might  l ike th is” . With h is  BD hor t icul tura l
work he has had a connect ion wi th  the disabi l i ty  sector  having worked in  Warrah,  NSW and Nger inga,
SA. Apar t  f rom market  gardening he has a lso worked in  the ar ts  and IT sectors and current ly  cares for
a large BD herb garden.

Steve Kapolice
Steve resides on an organic/b iodynamic v ineyard in  Victor ia  but  s t i l l  has h is  connect ions to  Tasmania
and ancestra l  roots in  Macedonia. Peter  Proctor  v is i t  to  Tasmania inspired h im to do a BD Ag course
in New Zealand. With those seed f ru i ts  in  h is  wi l l  he has been on a journey ser v ing others needs for
making qual i ty  b iodynamic preparat ions and get t ing them out  onto the land. This  statement  f rom Steve
speaks: ”The f i rs t  book I  read af ter  that  int ro was Steiner ’s  Vis ion of  Love an out l ine of
Anthroposophy”.

Paul Martin
Paul  resides near  the Glass House Mountains in  Queensland grew up on a dair y  farm in  Victor ia  and
star ted BD farming in  the mid 70’s. In  1978 he took of f  to  Old Plaw Hatch Farm  which was the f i rs t
CSA in  Br i ta in. From there becoming par t  of  the Camphi l l  Movement  and farming in  Bot ton Vi l lage and
Delrow. Returning to  Austra l ia  in  2001 he cont inued working wi th fo lk  who have disabi l i t ies.

Brian Keats
Brian grew up in  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and went  to  boarding school  wi th  Al lan Savour y ’s  chi ldren and
learnt  about  the ‘Savour y System’  in  a  geography c lass.
In  1975 he became inspired by the n ight  sky in  India and landed in  Darwin 1 year  af ter  Cyclone
Tracey. This  t ime his  inspirat ion was the ‘Back to  the Land’  movement.
The Astro Calendar  was bi r thed in  1987.

Trevor Crowe
Trevor  suppor ts  a  range of  smal l  b iodynamic proper t ies around Cygnet  in  southern Tasmania,  and has
been an act ive BDTas counci l  member for  several  years. He f i rs t  came across Steiner ’s  spi r i tual
science work through his  explorat ions of  medi tat ion and consciousness pract ices and studies. His
working l i fe  var ied f rom construct ion t rades to addict ions and mental  heal th  recover y work to  teaching
and research at  the Univers i ty  of  Wol longong and psychotherapy t ra in ing schools,  to  running h is
pr ivate pract ice in  psychology whi ls t  developing h is  smal l  b iodynamic/permacul ture farm.

Ishtar
Ishtar  is  a  welcome new addi t ion to  the steer ing group who jo ined us at  the Whitsun conference. She
is  a resident  of  Far  Nor th Queensland.

 



2.What is the Agriculture Section and 
the nature of the Australian branch?

The Agricultural  Section  has the main task of  s t imulat ing and coordinat ing
the biodynamic movement  wor ldwide. The Sect ion col laborates wi th

people who are looking for  an anthroposophical  and spi r i tual  sc ient i f ic
deepening in  the f ie ld of  agr icul ture. This  is  done in  the form of  courses,

working groups,  conferences,  lecture tours and publ icat ions. In  addi t ion,
research and development  projects are carr ied out . I t  is  par t icular ly

impor tant  to  provide ideas for  sel f -determined act iv i ty  in  agr icul ture and
hor t icul ture,  in  food processing and t rade,  in  inner  medi tat ive work and in
outer  publ ic  re lat ions. The Sect ion act ively  cul t ivates a wor ldwide network

of  indiv iduals  and associat ions,  especia l ly  Demeter  companies,  through
research,  consul t ing and t ra in ing,  wi th  foundat ions connected to the Sect ion

and other  professional  f ie lds such as medic ine and educat ion. I t  promotes the
mutual  complementar i ty  of  analy t ical  natural  sc ience,  phenomenological

Goetheanism, anthroposophical  spi r i tual  sc ience and empir ical  sc ience. In
becoming v is ib le and accessible to  the wor ld for  interested farmers and

the publ ic,  these ins ights contr ibute to  a regenerat ive agr icul ture that
understands i tsel f  comprehensively  as an “agr i -cul ture”—bui ld ing cul ture in

and on the land. www.sekt ion- landwir tschaf t .org/en

W h e re  d o es  th e  Aust ra l i a n  B ra n c h  f i t  

w i th i n  th e  A g r i cu l tu re  S e c t i o n  as  a  wh o l e?

The Austral ian Branch  o f  the Agr icul ture Sect ion of  the School  of
Spir i tual  Science was created to coincided wi th the 100-year  anniversary
of  Rudol f  Ste iner ’s  Agr icul ture Lectures,  wi th  the approval  of  Uel i  Hurter ,

co-chair  of  the Agr icul ture Sect ion at  the Goetheanum.
Therefore the Branch’s  act iv i t ies are connected wi th g lobal  Agr icul ture

Sect ion and thus is  a  part  of  th is  wor ld-wide ent i ty .  
The Branch is  a  forum where people interested in  Anthroposophy and

Spir i tual  Science who are connected to farming and gardening or  re lated
act iv i t ies can meet,  share ideas and carry  out  research in  var ious forms.  

The Branch is  part  of  the Internat ional  Circ le  of  Representat ives,  which is  a
meet ing place for  other  Agr icul ture Sect ion Branches f rom around the wor ld.

Inspired by th is,  we are working on creat ing a c i rc le  of  members f rom di f ferent
parts  of  Austra l ia.

Key Dimensions of Section Work
1. The Social  Dimension  forming a c i rc le  of  wi l l ingness,  acceptance and

acknowledgement  of  each other,  hold ing di f ferences wi th respect  -  “ int imate
tolerance.”

2. The Experimental  Circle  -  creat ing a space for  Inspirat ion -  to  contr ibute to
evolv ing biodynamics in  the broadest  sense,  inc luding research.

3. The School of  Spiri tual  Science ; -  explor ing: What  is  my Sel f?
What  is  my Task,  my Higher  duty/contr ibut ion in  th is  work?

(Uel i  Hur ter  2025)

https://www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/
https://www.anthroposophyau.org.au/school-of-spiritual-science/
https://www.anthroposophyau.org.au/school-of-spiritual-science/
https://www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/
https://goetheanum.ch/en


3.  T h e  Aust ra l i a n  B ra n c h  of  th e  A g r i cu l tu re  S e c t i o n

V is i o n ,  M iss i o n  a n d  Gu i d i n g  P r i n c ip l es

Vision
Regenerat ion and enl ivenment  of  land,  consciousness and communi ty,  

suppor ted by leadership and faci l i ta t ion in  the shar ing of  centra l  and evolv ing
biodynamic pr incip les and pract ices.

Mission
We str ive to  make Anthroposophia accessib le to  b iodynamic growers and consumers.
We str ive to  explore the spi r i tual ,  e lemental  and mater ia l  wor lds through biodynamic

and spir i tual  sc ience pract ices.
We str ive to  respect ,  honour  and engage wi th the soul  and spi r i tual  landscape of

Austra l ia.
We str ive to  bui ld  and strengthen act ive networks that  suppor t  and share research,

educat ion,  nutr i t ion and cur iosi ty  about  spi r i tual  development  in  the pract ice of
biodynamic farming and gardening. 

We str ive to  st imulate and suppor t  d ia logue wi th in and between diverse biodynamic
and other  farming and gardening perspect ives,  ins ights,  values and pract ices. 

Guiding Principles
1. We hold the teachings of  Rudol f  Ste iner  as integral  to  the pract ice of  b iodynamic

farming and gardening
2. We recognise that  considered adaptat ion of  b iodynamic pract ices may be

benef ic ia l  when working wi th d i f ferent  ecosystems
3. We recognise the ro le of  d ivers i ty  in  understanding indiv idual  and communi ty

needs
4. We t reat  a l l  par t ic ipant  voices equal ly  as we str ive for  consensus in  decis ion

making
5. We are commit ted to  invest igat ion and exper imentat ion using a broad range of

research methodologies  
6. We foster  communi ty  outreach,  connect ion and suppor t  
7. We aim to bui ld,  share and reta in knowledge
8. We aim to empower those who carr y  th is  v is ion and mission into the future 
9. We aim to th ink and l ink g lobal ly,  whi ls t  act ing local ly

 



5 .  C o m mun i c a t i o n  P a thways

There are several  ways that  Ag Sect ion Branch
“co-workers” can par t ic ipate and communicate: 

Quarterly Newsletter  -  a f ter  th is  current
int roductor y newslet ter,  i t  is  ant ic ipated that
i t  wi l l  fa l l  in to a seasonal  rhy thm. There wi l l
be an ongoing quest ions and ref lect ions
sect ion where you can st imulate d iscussion
and share your  obser vat ions and thoughts by
wr i t ing to  the edi tors.  
Website  -  la test  updates and events
ht tps: / /www.anthroposophyau.org.au/ the-
agr icul ture-sect ion-branch- in-austra l ia/
Localised groups  -  form or  jo in  your  own
local  s tudy/suppor t /working groups. Elect  a
representat ion to  s i t  on the Circ le  of
Local ised Representat ives.  
WhatsApp groups  -  contact  us to  be
included i f  not  a l ready
Ag Sec branch email
ag.sect ion.aust@gmai l .com 

Ever yone involved wi th the AG Sect ion Branch is  inv i ted to  be
considered a “co-worker” . That  is,  the intent ion is  to  have a “ f la t ” or

“hor izontal ” or  “d ist r ibuted” contr ibut ion st ructure based on the guiding
pr incip les ment ioned above so that  a l l  voices that  want  to  be heard wi l l

be. I t  is  a lso recognised that  d i f ferent  co-workers may have var y ing
capaci t ies to  contr ibute and di f ferent  levels  of  commitment  at  d i f ferent

t imes. So,  we hope to see co-workers rotate through the di f ferent
components of  the Branch organisat ional  s t ructure where openings

emerge over  t ime. 

4.  P oss i b l e  types  o f  A g  S e c t i o n  B ra n c h  

C o -wo rk e r  i nvo lve m e n t

Branch contribution types
Steering group 

Consist ing of  7-12 members commit ted to  managing key AS Branch posi t ions and
direct ions for  2-year  per iods. This  includes suppor t  for  speci f ic  projects  and gather ings,
l ia ison wi th BD groups and other  re levant  local  and key internat ional  BD groups,  other
agr icul ture sect ion branches and the Goetheanum in Switzer land. They are tasked to
operat ional ise the Branch’s  v is ion,  mission and guiding pr incip les v ia  speci f ic  ro les,
projects  and par tnerships. 

Circle of  representatives
Coordinate local ised projects,  gather ings and study/suppor t  groups 
Elect  a  rep to  l ia ise wi th the steer ing group

Specif ic research projects 
Contr ibute to  re levant  research projects  ( local  or  nat ional)  l inked to the branch

Study groups
Local  or  onl ine 

https://www.anthroposophyau.org.au/the-agriculture-section-branch-in-australia/
https://www.anthroposophyau.org.au/the-agriculture-section-branch-in-australia/
mailto:ag.section.aust@gmail.com


Agriculture Section 
HQ Goetheanum  

Austral ian Ag Section
Branch

Other Ag Branches e.g.
American, UK etc

School of  Spiri tual  Science
HQ Goetheanum, Switzerland

Other Sections 
e.g. ,  Medical ,  Youth,  etc

Steering Group

Circle of  Austral ian Branch
localised representatives 

Circle of  country
representatives 

6. Organisational Structure 



7 .  I n augura l  c o n f e re n c e  b r i e f  repo r t

C o n fe re n c e/B ra n c h  ref l e c t i o ns  -  C o l e  B ra dsh aw

W h e n  we  we re  o rg a n is i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  tour  fo r  U e l i

Hur te r,  th e  c o -h e a d  of  th e  B i o dyn a m i cs  S e c t i o n  of

th e  G o e th e a num  i n  D o rn a c h  Sw i t ze r l a n d ,  we  h a d  n o

i d e a  th a t  o n e  of  th e  se e ds  p l a n te d  by  U e l i  wou l d

eve n t ua l ly  g e rm i n a te  a n d  b e c o m e  th e  Aus t ra l i a n

B ra n c h  of  th e  A g r i cu l t u ra l  S e c t i o n .  

U e l i ’s  tour  was  a n  i n c re d i b l e  suc c es s  i n  two  spe c i f i c

ways ,  th e  i n fo rm a t i o n  d e l ive re d  i n to  th e  c o m mun i t y

a n d  by  b r i n g i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  c o m mun i t y  to g e th e r

wh i c h  ove r  ye a rs  h a d  b e c o m e  qu i te  re g i o n a l ise d .

U e l i  h a d  ta l ke d  a b ou t  th e  i mpo r ta n c e  of  l iv i n g

c o n n e c t i o ns  a n d  c o m mun i t y  wo rk ,  wh i c h  s t i mu l a te d

ref l e c t i o ns  a b ou t  wh a t  was  n e e d e d  i n  to  e mpowe r

B D  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  wh a t  was  m is s i n g  a n d  wh a t  wou l d

we  b e  prepa re d  to  i n i t i a te .  We  b e g a n  to  d ef i n e  th e

o b j e c t ives  a n d  pr i n c ip l es  o f  wh o  we  wou l d  l i ke  to  b e

as  a  g roup.  I t  was  f ro m  th ese  c o nve rsa t i o ns  th a t  th e

Aus t ra l i a n  B ra n c h  se e d  was  p l a n te d .  

We  we re  awa re  th a t  S e c t i o n  wo rk  i nvo lve d  a n  i nqu i r y

b eyo n d  th e  phys i c a l /pra c t i c a l .  D esp i te  s i g n i f i c a n t  B D

expe r i e n c e  th e  c o n c ept  o f  eso te r i c  rese a rc h  i n  th is

f i e l d  is  s t i l l  so m e th i n g  we  a re  s t i l l  c o m i n g  to  g r ips

w i th .  

U n d e te r re d  we  d e c i d e d  to  fo rm  th e  B ra n c h  a n d  th e

i d e a  to  h o l d  a  n a t i o n a l  c o n fe re n c e  i n  B ra i dwo o d

N SW  was  b o rn .  T h e  eve n t  was  to  b e  h e l d  o n  W h i t sun

(b e c ause  i t  was  th e  t i m e  wh e n  th e  f i rs t  a g r i cu l t u ra l

l e c t u res  we re  g ive n  by  Rud o l f  S te i n e r ) .  Our  purpose

fo r  th is  eve n t  was  to  a n n oun c e ,  w i th  th e  g ra c e  of  th e

A g r i cu l t u ra l  S e c t i o n  i n  Sw i t ze r l a n d  a n d  th e

A n th roposoph i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  we  h a d

c re a te d  th is  Aus t ra l i a n  B ra n c h  of  th e  A g r i cu l t u ra l

S e c t i o n  to  b r i n g  our  Aus t ra l i a n  B D  c o m mun i t y

to g e th e r ;  to  exp l o re  wh a t  l ive d  i n  th e  Aus t ra l i a n

c o m mun i t y  i n  te rms  o f  eso te r i c  i nqu i r y  as  we l l  as

wh a t  m e m b e rs  we re  pursu i n g  i n  th e  f i e l d  of

rese a rc h ;  a n d  to  c e l e b ra te  o l d  a n d  n ew  c o n n e c t i o ns .

 

T h e  eve n t  was  to  i n c lud e  Eury th my,  spe e c h ,  l e c t u res  o n

B D ,  s ta rs  s to r i es ,  a  fo rum  to  d iscuss  ex is t i n g  i n i t i a t ives ,

fa rm  tours  a n d  t i m e  to  m e e t  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i th  o th e rs .  

T h e  wh o l e  eve n t  i n  te rms  o f  e n j oym e n t  a n d  sa t is fa c t i o n

was  ve r y  suc c es s fu l .

We  h ave  m o re  th a n  100  pe op l e  o n  our  c o n ta c t  l is t  f ro m

th is  eve n t .

We  h ave  a n  o n g o i n g  eso te r i c  s tudy  g roup,  m o re  th a n  25

pe op l e  a re  re g is te re d  to  d o  th e  zo o m  m e e t i n g  to g e th e r,

exp l o r i n g  th e  ‘M i c h a e l  Le t te rs ’  gu i d e d  by  B r i a n  Ke a t s .  

We  h ave  c o mp i l e d  th e  sp re a dsh e e t s  o f  pe op l e ’s  i n te res t s ,

as  we l l  as  i n d iv i dua l  rese a rc h  pursu i t s  a n d  a re  wo rk i n g  o n

h ow  b es t  to  wo rk  w i th  th is  th ese  g roups  ( th a n ks  K a t i e ) .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  keyn o te  l e c t u res  we re  f i l m e d ,  a n d  th ese

re c o rd i n gs  a re  n ow  ava i l a b l e  o n  th e  B ra n c h  YouTub e

c h a n n e l  fo r  th ose  g ive n  th e  n e c es sa r y  l i n ks .  

We  h ave  i d e n t i f i e d  re g i o n a l  h o t  po i n t s  wh e re  seve ra l

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  sa m e  c o m mun i t i es  c a n  m e e t  i n

sub g roups .  

As  a  s te e r i n g  c o m m i t te e  we  a re  m e e t i n g  re gu l a r ly.  We

h ave  re c e n t ly  c o mp l e te d  th e  prese n ta t i o n  th a t  B r i a n  Ke a t s

g ave  as  a  wo rksh op  fo r  th e  Fe b rua r y  2025  A g r i cu l t u re

C o n fe re n c e  h e l d  i n  D o rn a c h ,  wh i c h  exp l o re d  th e

evo lu t i o n a r y  th re a d  of  m o d e ls  o f  th e  S o l a r  Sys te m  f ro m

C l aud ius  P to l e my  to  Rud o l f  S te i n e r.

Our  n ex t  m a j o r  d e c is i o n  is  wh e re  we  w i l l  h o l d  th e  n ex t

eve n t .  We  wa n t  i t  to  b e  of fe re d  a n nua l ly,  a t  l e as t  to  s ta r t

w i th .  We  a re  wo rk i n g  th roug h  h ow  to  m a n a g e  eve n t s  as

we l l  as  th e  i n i t i a l  fo cus  o f  eso te r i c  rese a rc h .

I t ’s  ve r y  e a r ly  s ta g es  ye t  a n d  th e re ’s  s t i l l  a  l o t  o f  wo rk  to

b e  d o n e .

Fo r  pe op l e  th a t  a re  i n te res te d  i n  b e i n g  i nvo lve d  w i th  us  o n

th is  j ourn ey  c o n ta c t  c a n  b e  m a d e  th roug h

ag . sec t i on .aus t@gma i l .com



C o n fe re n c e  ref l e c t i o ns  f ro m  Ish ta r  

Ove r  th e  l o n g  we e ke n d  of  Jun e  a t  W h i t sun ,  I  was  fo r t un a te  to  a t te n d

th e  I n augura l  c o n fe re n c e  of  th e  A g r i cu l t u ra l  S e c t i o n  B ra n c h  a t

To m b a r ra  C e n t re  i n  ru ra l  N SW  n e a r  B ra i dwo o d .     B ra i dwo o d  s i t s

b e twe e n  C a n b e r ra  a n d  th e  c o as t  so  we  we re  a l l  ve r y  prepa re d  fo r  c o l d

a n d  we t  c o n d i t i o ns .   To m b a r ra  C e n t re  was  se t  a m o n g  th e  gum  t re es

ove r l o o k i n g  th e  M o n g a r l owe  r ive r.  I t  was  a  ve r y  p i c t u resque  ve nue  w i th

c o ns ta n t   w i n te r  w i n ds .   I  was  ve r y  g ra tefu l  fo r  th e  h e a te r  i n  my  ro o m .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  was  ve r y  d ive rse  i n  i t s  o f fe r i n gs  w i th  th e  F r i d ay

eve n i n g  b e g i n n i n g  w i th  a  v i d e o  we l c o m e  f ro m  U e l i  Hur te r  ,  th e  c o -H e a d

A g r i cu l t u re  S e c t i o n  G o e th e a num  Sw i t ze r l a n d .  H e  ta l ke d  a b ou t  th e  n e e d

to  R e th i n k  Fa rm i n g ,  R e Fe e l  Fa rm i n g  a n d  R e d o  fa rm i n g .   H e  a lso  ta l ke d

a b ou t  th re e  i mpo r ta n t  aspe c t s  o f  th e  se c t i o n .   T h e  so c i a l  d i m e ns i o n ,

th e  expe r i m e n ta l  o r  rese a rc h  fo cus  a n d  th e  S c h o o l  of  Sp i r i t ua l

S c i e n c e .

Dur i n g  th e  fo l l ow i n g  two  d ays  we  d i d  m o rn i n g  eury th my  a n d  h e a rd

prese n ta t i o ns  f ro m  suc h  s ta lwa r t s  o f  B i o dyn a m i cs  a n d  A n th roposophy

as  Te r r y  Fo rm a n  a n d  B r i a n  Ke a t s .   We  a lso  expe r i e n c e d  th e  j oys  a n d

i nsp i ra t i o n  of  th e  B DTAS  g roup  w i th  th e i r  B i o dyn a m i c  Fes t iva l

c o n c epts .

O n  a  pure ly  sp i r i t ua l  n o te  we  we re  re g a l e d  by  th e  k n ow l e d g e a b l e  a n d

expe r i e n c e d  H e l e n  Vo g e l  f ro m  th e  S c h o o l  of  Sp i r i t ua l  S c i e n c e  a n d

I o a n n a  Pa n a g i o topou l os  a  pr i es t  f ro m  th e  C h r is t i a n  C o m mun i t y  C hurc h .

M o n d ay  d awn e d  we t  a n d  w i n dy  a n d  we  we re  of f  o n  our  fa rm  tour  a t

M a r t i n  R oyds  p l a c e  a t  J i l l a m a to n g .   M a r t i n  g ave  us  a n  i n te res t i n g  ta l k

a b ou t  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  prope r t y  i n c lud i n g  th e  hug e  pro b l e m  h e  h a d

h a d  w i th  e ros i o n ,  c ause d  by  th e  sh o r t  s i g h te d n es s  o f  m a n  n o t  th e

g raz i n g  c a t t l e .   

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  was  a  wo n d e r fu l  oppo r t un i t y  to  m a ke  n ew  f r i e n ds ,

c a tc h  up  w i th  o l d  o n es  a n d  exc h a n g e  i d e as  o f  wh e re  to  n ex t .   I  a m

l o o k i n g  fo rwa rd  to  th e  n ex t  c o n fe re n c e  i n  2026.



8 .  R ese a rc h  d eve l opm e n t s  a n d  i n i t i a l  pro j e c t s

T revo r  C rowe

H ow  d o  we  k n ow  wh a t  we  k n ow ?  

T h is  is  a  c r i t i c a l  ep is te m o l o g i c a l  ques t i o n ,  n e c es sa r y

wh e n  o r i e n t i n g  ourse lves  to  wh a t  m i g h t  b e  c o ns i d e re d

k n ow l e d g e  o r  t ru ths  a n d  m e th o ds  o f  d e te rm i n i n g  suc h

k n ow l e d g e  o r  t ru ths .  T h a t  is ,  i t  is  i mpo r ta n t  to

c r i t i c a l ly  as ses s  th e  va l i d i t y,  l i m i ta t i o ns  a n d

a c c epta b i l i t y  o f  th e  rese a rc h  m e th o d o l o g i es  we  use  to

exp l o re  th e  “d a ta”  we  a re  i n te res te d  i n .  A n  as so c i a te d

o r i e n t i n g  ques t i o n  is  a m  I  l o o k i n g  a t  th e  “ r i g h t ”  d a ta ,

i n  t ype  a n d  b re a d th ,  to  exp l o re  th e  rese a rc h

ques t i o n (s )  I  m i g h t  b e  t r y i n g  to  a nswe r ?  A m  I  eve n

c l e a r  a b ou t  wh a t  my  rese a rc h  ques t i o ns  a re?  

W h e th e r  exp l o r i n g  “n a t u ra l  sc i e n c e”  i nvo lve d  w i th

exp l o r i n g  th e  phys i c a l  wo r l d  (m a t te r )  o r  “sp i r i t ua l

sc i e n c e”  i nvo lve d  w i th  exp l o r i n g  th e  sp i r i t ua l  wo r l d

(sp i r i t )  o r  pe rh aps  th e  sou l  wo r l d  i n te r fa c e  i n c lud i n g

e th e r i c ,  as t ra l  a n d  “ I ”  b e i n gs ,  th e re  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t

c h a l l e n g es  w i th  d isc e rn i n g  t ru th  f ro m  i l lus i o n  a n d

o bse r ve r  b i ases .  

I t  is  e n t i re ly  pos s i b l e  to  o bse r ve  th e  sa m e  ph e n o m e n a

th roug h  d i f fe re n t  l e nses  a n d  se e  a n d  expe r i e n c e  ve r y

d i f fe re n t  th i n gs  a n d  d raw  ve r y  d i f fe re n t

i n te rp re ta t i o ns  a n d  c o n c lus i o ns .  T h e re  c a n  a lso  b e

ve r y  d i f fe re n t  pe rc ept i o ns  a n d  as so c i a te d  expe r i e n c es

a n d  i n te rp re ta t i o ns  re l a te d  to  o n ly  o bse r v i n g  a  pa r t  o r

pa r t s  o f  a  wh o l e  w i th ou t  th e  c o n tex t  o f  th e  wh o l e .  T h e

a n a l o gy  o f  pe rc e iv i n g  o n ly  pa r t s  o f  a n  e l eph a n t  c o m es

to  m i n d  h e re .  I f  I  o n ly  h ave  a c c es s  to  a  ta i l  a n d

so m e o n e  e lse  o n ly  h as  a c c es s  to  a  t usk  h ow  c a n

e i th e r  o f  us  re a l ly  d esc r i b e  wh a t  we  a re  i n  c o n ta c t

w i th  b eyo n d  th ese  pa r t s?

T h e n  th e re ’s  th e  we l l -k n own  g es ta l t  psyc h o l o gy

pe rc eptua l  expe r i m e n t s  th a t  h i g h l i g h t  h ow  d i f fe re n t

f i gure -g roun d  c o n f i gura t i o ns  i n f lue n c e  m e a n i n g  m a k i n g .

T h a t  is ,  i t ’s  n o t  o n ly  i mpo r ta n t  th a t  we  a re  c l e a r  a b ou t

wh a t  l e nses  we  a re  l o o k i n g  th roug h ,  a n d  th e  l i m i ta t i o ns

a n d  b i ases  o f  th ese  l e nses ,  bu t  a lso  th e  c o n tex t  o r

“g roun d ”  w i th i n  wh i c h  th e  “ f i gure”  o f  our  o bse r va t i o n  is

pe rc e ive d .  D o  you  se e  two  fa c es  o r  a  g o b l e t ?  C a n  you

sh i f t  fo cus  ( f i gure )  a n d  c o n tex t  (g roun d )  to  se e  b o th?

S te i n e r ’s  ta ke  o n  “pe rc epts ”  a n d  “c o n c epts ”  a d ds  a  wh o l e

o th e r  l eve l  o f  c o mp l ex i t y  to  c o ns i d e r,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n

re l a t i o n  to  h is  c au t i o n i n g  a b ou t  t raps  wh e n  i t  c o m es  to

i n te rp re t i n g  o bse r va t i o ns .  T h is  is  we l l  b eyo n d  th e  sc ope

of  th is  b r i e f  a r t i c l e ,  bu t  h e re  is  a  tas te :

“Fo r  our  c o g n i t i o n ,  th e  c o n c ept  o f  th e  t re e  is  c o n d i t i o n e d

by  th e  pe rc ept  o f  th e  t re e .  W h e n  fa c e d  w i th  a  pa r t i cu l a r

pe rc ept ,  I  c a n  se l e c t  o n ly  o n e  pa r t i cu l a r  c o n c ept  f ro m  th e

g e n e ra l  sys te m  of  c o n c epts .  T h e  c o n n e c t i o n  of  c o n c ept  a n d

pe rc ept  is  d e te rm i n e d  by  th i n k i n g ,  i n d i re c t ly  a n d

o b j e c t ive ly,  a t  th e  l eve l  of  th e  pe rc ept ”  ( 1964  ve rs i o n ,  T h e

P h i l osophy  o f  F re e d o m :  T h e  I d e a  of  F re e d o m ) .

“K n ow l e d g e  ove rc o m es  th is  dua l i t y  by  fus i n g  th e  two

e l e m e n t s  o f  re a l i t y,  th e  pe rc ept  a n d  th e  c o n c ept  g a i n e d  by

th i n k i n g ,  i n to  th e  c o mp l e te  th i n g .  Le t  us  c a l l  th e  m a n n e r  i n

wh i c h  th e  wo r l d  prese n t s  i t se l f  to  us ,  b efo re  by  m e a ns  o f

k n ow l e d g e  i t  h as  ta ke n  o n  i t s  t rue  n a t u re ,  “ th e  wo r l d  of

appe a ra n c e ,”  i n  d is t i n c t i o n  f ro m  th e  un i f i e d  wh o l e

c o mpose d  of  pe rc ept  a n d  c o n c ept ”  ( 1949  ve rs i o n ,  T h e

P h i l osophy  o f  Sp i r i t ua l  A c t iv i t y :  A re  T h e re  L i m i t s  to

K n ow l e d g e? ) .



True  ph e n o m e n o l o gy  requ i res  th e  pu t t i n g  as i d e  (o r  a t

l e as t  b ra c ke t i n g  of )  prev i ous  l e a rn i n g ,  k n ow l e d g e ,

th e o r i es ,  c o n c lus i o ns  a b ou t  “ t ru th /s ”  b ase d  o n  pe rso n a l

o r  c o nse nsus  op i n i o n  (o r  o th e rw ise ) ,  i n  fa c t  a ny th i n g

th a t  m i g h t  i mpe d e  o n e ’s  d i re c t  expe r i e n c e  w i th  th e

o b j e c t s  o f  a t te n t i o n  ( i n c lud i n g  c o nsc i ousn es s  i t se l f ,

wh e th e r  fo cuse d  ou twa rd ly  o r  i nwa rd ly ) ,  so  th a t  o n e

m i g h t  h ave  as  fu l l  a  c o n ta c t  as  pos s i b l e ,  n o t  jus t  w i th

th e  es se n c e  of  a  th i n g  bu t  w i th  th e  wh o l e n es s  o f  th e

ph e n o m e n a ,  th e  g es ta l t .  G o e th e a n  ph e n o m e n o l o gy,  a n d

S te i n e r ’s  ex te ns i o n  of  th is  i n  sp i r i t ua l  sc i e n c e ,  is

pe rh aps  th e  b es t  exa mp l e  o f  suspe n d i n g  jud g e m e n t  a n d

“d o i n g  th e  wo rk ”  to  re a l ly  d eve l op  a n d  sh a rpe n

pe rc eptua l  c apa b i l i t i es  o r  “o rg a ns ”  so  th a t  we  m i g h t

re duc e  th e  r isks  o f  b e i n g  i n f lue n c e d  by  i l lus i o ns  o r

d es i res  a n d  i n c re ase  th e  c h a n c es  o f  h appe n i n g  upo n

t ru ths .  

S o ,  e m b a rk i n g  o n  “ rese a rc h ”  requ i res  m e th o d o l o g i c a l

r i g o r,  s ta r t i n g  f ro m  a  p l a c e  of  c r i t i c a l ly  as ses s i n g  a ny

un d e r ly i n g  as sumpt i o ns  we  m ay  h o l d ,  l i ke ly

m e asu re m e n t  o r  i n te rp re ta t i o n  e r ro rs  re l a te d  to  a  ra n g e

of  th i n gs  f ro m  expe c ta n cy  e f fe c t s  ( i .e . ,  f i n d i n g  wh a t  we

expe c t /h ope  to  f i n d  eve n  th oug h  th e re  m ay  b e  o th e r

th i n gs  g o i n g  o n  a n d  o th e r  pos s i b l e  i n te rp re ta t i o ns  o f

rese a rc h  f i n d i n gs )  to  i n a d equa te  m e asu re m e n t  to o ls ,

a n d  h ow  we  m a ke  se nse  of  wh a t  we  o bse r ve .  T h is  is  t rue

re g a rd l es s  o f  wh e th e r  we  a re  ta l k i n g  a b ou t  wo rk i n g  w i th

o bse r va t i o ns /m e asu res  o f  phys i c a l  d a ta  (e .g . ,  g rowth

ra tes  o r  nu t r i e n t  d e ns i t y  o f  p l a n t s )  th roug h  to  exa m i n i n g

i ns i g h t s  f ro m  th e  sp i r i t ua l  o r  e l e m e n ta l  re a l ms .  

T h e  rese a rc h  wo rk  of  th e  Aus t ra l i a n  A g  S e c t i o n  B ra n c h

is  to  suppo r t  a  purposefu l ly  b ro a d  sc ope  a n d  d epth  of

pro j e c t s  a n d  a i ms  to  b e  as  i n c lus ive  as  pos s i b l e .  T h a t  is ,

we  e n c oura g e  i n d iv i dua l  a n d  g roup  pro j e c t s  th a t  ra n g e

f ro m  s tudy i n g  th e  pro c es ses  a n d  i mpa c t s  o f  b i o dyn a m i c

pra c t i c es  (e .g . ,  p l a n t  g rowth  ra tes ;  preps  qua l i t y,  e tc ) ,

th roug h  c o m mun i t y  d eve l opm e n t  (e .g . ,  c h a ra c te r is t i cs ,

qua l i t i es  a n d  i mpa c t s  o f  fes t ive  a g r i cu l t u re  rhy th ms )  a n d

b i o re g i o n a l  d i f fe re n c es  (e .g . ,  t rop i c a l  a n d  te mpe ra te

va r i a t i o ns ) ,  to  b i o g raph i c a l  a n d  sp i r i t ua l  i ns i g h t s  re l a te d

to  B D  e n g a g e m e n t .  

T h e re  m ay  b e  so m e  rese a rc h  “s t re a ms ”  th a t  e m e rg e

wh e re  th e re  is  ove r l ap  b e twe e n  d i f fe re n t  pro j e c t s ,  wh i c h

m ay  a l l ow  a  “ l iv i n g  spa c e”  o f  r i c h  d i a l o gue  to  d eve l op

b e twe e n  so m e  of  th ese  s t re a ms .  

T h e  ra n g e  of  rese a rc h  m e th o d o l o g i es  n e c es sa r i ly  sh ou l d

ref l e c t  a n d  m a tc h  th e  b re a d th  a n d  d epth  of  th e  rese a rc h

sc ope  m e n t i o n e d  a b ove .  T h is  i n c lud es  c o n te mpo ra r y

qua l i ta t ive  a n d  qua n t i ta t ive  rese a rc h  d es i g ns  (e .g . ,

c o n te n t  a n d  th e m a t i c  a n a lyses  o f  expe r i e n t i a l  n a r ra t ives ;

g rowth  a n d  po te n cy  m e asu res  o f  B D  pro duc e  a n d

prepa ra t i o ns ;  c h ro m a to g raphy,  e tc ) ,  e duc a t i o n  a n d  s tudy

g roup  pro c es ses  a n d  ou tc o m es ;  i n d iv i dua l  a n d  mu l t ip l e

c ase  s tudy  d es i g ns ,  a n d  pe rso n a l  n a r ra t ives  a n d

l i te ra t u re  rev i ews ,  to  n a m e  a  few.  

T h e re  is  n o  i n te n t i o n  fo r  th e  Aus t ra l i a n  A g  S e c t i o n

B ra n c h  to  ope ra te  as  a  rese a rc h  i ns t i t u te  i t se l f .  R a th e r,

th e  i n te n t i o n  is  to :  a )  s t i mu l a te  rese a rc h  th i n k i n g  a n d

p l a n n i n g ,  b )  l i n k  pe op l e  a n d  rese a rc h  resourc es  a n d

expe r t ise  wh e re  pos s i b l e ,  c )  t ra c k  rese a rc h  pro j e c t

p ro g res s  a n d  c o m mun i c a te  th is  th roug h ou t  th e  b ra n c h ,

a n d  d )  to  l i n k  i n  w i th  i n te rn a t i o n a l  B D  rese a rc h  i n i t i a t ives

a n d  g roups .  

B e l ow  a re  a  few  i d e as  to  h e lp  s t i mu l a te  po te n t i a l

rese a rc h  pro j e c t s  pos s i b i l i t i es :

1 . C re a te  a  B i o dyn a m i c  P repa ra t i o ns  M a k i n g  Gu i l d ;

exp l o r i n g  prepa ra t i o ns  qua l i t y,  va r i a t i o ns  a n d

pra c t i c es  a c ros s  d i f fe re n t  e c osys te ms .

2 . R e c o rd i n g  th e  h is to r y  o f  b i o dyn a m i cs  i n  Aus t ra l i a :

a rc h ives ,  th e m es  a n d  va r i a t i o ns ,  g row i n g  e d g es ,  e tc .

3 . Lo c a l  i nves t i g a t i o n  of  n a t ive  p l a n t  a l te rn a t ives  o r

c o mp l e m e n ta r y  prepa ra t i o ns ,  e tc .

4 . R e c o rd i n g  th e  d i f fe re n c es  i n  b i o dyn a m i c  a c t iv i t i es

b e twe e n  th e  va r i ous  e c osys te ms ,  e .g .  c o mpa r i n g  Fa r

N o r th  Que e ns l a n d ’s  a c t iv i t i es  w i th  th ose  of

Tasm a n i a ,  e tc .

5 . C o m mun i t y  d eve l opm e n t  th e m es  as so c i a te d  w i th

fes t ive  a g r i cu l t u re  eve n t s .  

Exp res s  your  i n te res t  i n  spe c i f i c  po te n t i a l  pro j e c t s ,

sug g es t  your  own  pro j e c t s  o r  ex is t i n g  rese a rc h  you  a re

i nvo lve  w i th  e m a i l  a g . se c t i o n .aus t@g m a i l .c o m



9.  W h a t  th e  b ra n c h  is  curre n t ly  wo rk i n g  o n?

B ra n c h  s t ruc tu re

A f te r  th e  dus t  se t t l e d  o n  th e  i n augura l  se c t i o n

b ra n c h  c o n f e re n c e  i n  B ra i dwo o d ,  th e  te a m  h as

c o n t i nue d  to  d eve l op  i t s  ope ra t i o n a l  gu i d e l i n es .  

O n e  k ey  a i m  h as  b e e n  to  avo i d  a  h i e ra rc h i c a l

s t ruc t u re  i n  pre f e re n c e  f o r  o n e  o f  d is t r i bu te d

respo ns i b i l i t i es  a n d  equa l ly  we i g h te d  vo i c es .  W isd o m

th e n  e m e rg es  f ro m  d i a l o gue  ra th e r  th a n  “h a n d e d

d own ”  o r  d i re c te d  -  t r u th  v i a  D i a l o g os .  

I n te res t i n g ly  U e l i  Hur te r  re f l e c te d  th a t  pu t t i n g  th is

t ype  o f  wo rk  i n  h e re  c ou l d  b e  a  h e lp fu l  f ra m e  o f

re f e re n c e  to  gu i d e  th e  d eve l opm e n t  o f  fu tu re  se c t i o n

b ra n c h es  a roun d  th e  g l o b e .  

2026  Aust ra l i a n  B ra n c h  o f  th e  A g r i cu l tu re

S e c t i o n  C o n f e re n c e  

T h e  2026  c o n f e re n c e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  Que e ns l a n d

m os t  l i k e ly  i n  e a r ly  Ju ly .

A n  o rg a n is i n g  te a m  c o ns is t i n g  o f  Ish ta r ,  P au l  M a r t i n

a n d  R o b  B i r se ,  w i th  th e  poss i b i l i t y  o f  P e te r  K e a rn ey

j o i n i n g  wh e n  ava i l a b l e .  M a rk  P a t to n  a n d  S i m o n

M a r t i n  o f f e r i n g  a dv iso r y  suppo r t  to o .  

M o re  i n f o rm a t i o n  w i l l  b e  prov i d e d  so o n  re g a rd i n g

ve nue ,  d a tes ,  th e m e ,  spe a k e r s  a n d  sc h e du l e .  

W a tc h  th is  spa c e  as  th e  o rg a n is i n g  g roup  a re  jus t

awa i t i n g  ve nue  a n d  c os t i n gs  c o n f i rm a t i o n  n ow !

    

M i c h a e l  L e t te rs  C h a t  G roup  R epo r t

T h is  c h a t  g roup  c a m e  a b ou t  as  a  c o nseque n c e  o f  th e

B ra i dwo o d  c o n f e re n c e  i n  Jun e  2025  wh e n  we  soug h t

to  g aug e  th e  i n te res t  a re as  o f  th e  pa r t i c ipa n t s .

K r is te n  R o b e r t so n  f ro m  T asm a n i a  exp resse d  a n

i n te res t  f o r  a  s tudy  o n  th e  M i c h a e l  L e t te r s  a n d  I

o f f e re d  to  suppo r t  h e r .  V e r sa t i l e  K r is te n  se t  up

W h a t sapp  f o r  c h a t s  i n  R ese a rc h ,  C o m mun i t y  a n d

M i c h a e l  L e t te r s .
 

F o r  th e  M i c h a e l  L e t te r s  my  a i m  to  g o  ove r  th e  f i r s t  4

M i c h a e l  L e t te r s ,  o n e  a  m o n th ,  a n d  by  th e  e n d  o f  th e

ye a r  to  b e  i n  syn c h  w i th  th e  2026  F e b rua r y

i n te rn a t i o n a l  B D  g a th e r i n g  i n  D o rn a c h  wh i c h  w i l l  h ave

L e t te r  5  as  a  th e m e .  Our  f i r s t  zo o m  s tudy  sess i o n

k i c k e d  o f f  o n  th e  20  Ju ly  2025  w i th  pa r t i c ipa n t s

f ro m  5  s ta tes  a n d  a  h e a l thy  ra n g e  o f  a g es .

t h

I n  o f f e r i n g  to  suppo r t  K r is te n ,  as  we l l  as  pe op l e  w i th

youn g  f a m i l i es ,  I  f e l t  a n  un d e r s ta n d i n g  o f  nu t r i t i o n

f ro m  a  B D  pe r spe c t ive  wou l d  a lso  b e  h e lp fu l  a n d  I

g ave  a  prese n ta t i o n  o n  th e  E a r th ly  a n d  C osm i c

Nu t r i t i o n  S t re a ms .  A  T i m e l i n e  o f  M i c h a e l 's  pre

G o l g o th a  d e e ds  was  a lso  g ive n  to  g e t  a  se nse  o f

M i c h a e l 's  d e e ds .  

O th e r s  h ave  b e e n  e n c oura g e d  to  m a k e  o f f e r i n gs  i n to

th is  c h a t  g roup  a n d  H a m ish  M a c k ay  w i l l  h os t  a  sess i o n

o n  A n g e l  H i e ra rc h i es  i n  N ove m b e r  a n d  I o n n a

P a n a g i o topou l os  f ro m  th e  A C T  w i l l  m a k e  a  C h r is tm as

o f f e r i n g  i n  D e c e m b e r .  J o -a n n e  S a r re  h as  o f f e re d

so m e th i n g  n o n -zo o m  f ro m  h e r  r i c h  wa rd ro b e  o f

spe e c h  a n d  d ra m a .

As  to  2026 ,  I  a m  h appy  to  l e a d  th e  n ex t  M i c h a e l

L e t te r  s tudy  a n d  th e  i n te rn a t i o n a l  B D  th e m e  f o r  th a t

ye a r .  W e  h ave  c re a te d  a  rhy th m  o f  th e  3rd  Sun d ay  o f

th e  m o n th ,  rhy th m  b e i n g  a n  i n te g ra l  pa r t  o f  l i f e  a n d

th e  e th e r i c  re a l m .  A ny  g roup  o f  pe op l e  spe a ks  o f  a n

A rc h a n g e l  th a t  b r i n gs  th a t  c o ns te l l a t i o n  o f  pe op l e

to g e th e r .  T h e  ques t i o ns  th a t  c o m e  f o r th ,  th e  n e e ds  to

b e  m e t  w i l l  d e te rm i n e  wh e re  we  g o  n ex t  ye a r .  I f  a  p l a n

c o m es  i n to  p l ay  i t  w i l l  l i k e ly  b e  a n  evo lv i n g  o n e  th a t

we  wo rk  o n  to g e th e r !  

W a rm ly

B r i a n  K e a t s



10 .  T h ose  wh o  h ave  d i e d

A t  th e  B ra i dwo o d  C o n f e re n c e  a  l is t  o f  n a m es  appe a re d

o n  th e  b l a c k b o a rd ,  th is  l is t  g rew  ove r  th e  d ays ,  i t  was  a

l is t  o f  th ose  B i o dyn a m i c  pra c t i t i o n e r s  we  k n ew  wh o  h a d

d i e d .  (p l e ase  se e  a c c o mpa ny i n g  ph o to ) .  

T h e  pe op l e  o n  th e  l is t ,  a n d  th e re  m ay  we l l  b e  m o re ,  we re

th e  p i o n e e r s  o f  B i o dyn a m i cs  i n  Aus t ra l i a .  T h ese  pe op l e

a re  our  E l d e r s ,  our  M e n to r s .  E a c h  N ews l e t te r  we  w i l l

sh a re  a  b r i e f  O b i t ua r y  o f  1  o r  2  pe op l e  o n  th a t  l is t ,  i f  you

wou l d  l i k e  to  wr i te  a  b r i e f  a r t i c l e ,  p l e ase  c o n ta c t  T revo r

(so  we  d o n ’ t  g e t  20  pe op l e  a l l  wr i t i n g  a b ou t  th e  sa m e

pe r so n ) ,  th e  l is t  to o  c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  to  you  f o r  e as i e r

re a d i n g .

Rud o l f  S te i n e r  g ave  m a ny  l e c t u res  o n  our  re l a t i o nsh ip

w i th  th ose  wh o  h ave  d i e d ,  I  w i l l  n o t  quo te  S te i n e r  h e re ,

o th e r  th a n  th e  ve r se  b e l ow,  bu t  our  re l a t i o nsh ip  to  th ose

wh o  h ave  d i e d  is  ex t re m e ly  i mpo r ta n t  f o r  th e m  a n d  us  as

we  g o  a b ou t  our  b i o dyn a m i c  a c t iv i t i es ,  as  we  g o  a b ou t

our  d a i ly  l ives ,  as  we  re l a te  to  our  f e l l ows .

“W e  d re a m  i n  f e e l i n g  so  d o  n o t  k n ow  th e  d e a d  wa l k  w i th

us .  I n  th e  cu l t u re  n ow  prepa r i n g  we  sh a l l  h ave  to  ask

wh e n  m a k i n g  a  d e c is i o n :  W h a t  d o  th e  d e a d  th i n k  o f  i t?  I n

th e  fu tu re  we  sh a l l  k n ow  th a t  th e  d e a d  a re  th e  w ises t  o f

c ounse l l o r s  wh o  we  m ay  c o nsu l t  wh e n  we  w ish  to  d o

so m e th i n g  o n  e a r th .  T h e  Sp i r i t -S e l f  d eve l ops  th roug h  th e

f a c t  th a t  th e  d e a d  a re  th e  c ounse l l o r s  o f  th e  l iv i n g . ”

Rud o l f  S te i n e r  19 18 .

C h r is t i n e  M o g i n i e  was  b o rn  i n  1956  a n d  passe d  o n

19 th  M ay  2025 .  S h e  h a d  a  s t ro n g  c o n n e c t i o n  to

n a t u re ,  s to r y te l l i n g ,  a r t  a n d  A n th roposophy .  S h e  l ive d

i n  M a n g awh a i  n o r th  o f  Auc k l a n d .  I n  2020  sh e  j o i n e d

th e  B D  C oun c i l  a n d  b e c a m e  c h a i r  o f  B i o dyn a m i cs  N ew

Z e a l a n d  so o n  a f te r .  S h e  is  su rv ive d  by  h e r  d aug h te r

B e l l a  a n d  was  to  b e c o m e  a  g ra n d m o th e r  f o r  th e  f i r s t

t i m e  i n  S ep te m b e r .

C h r is t i n e  l ive d  i n  M i t ta g o n g  N S W  i n  th e  1990s  a n d

h os te d  B D  wo rksh ops  o n  h e r  prope r t y  l e d  by  T e r r y

F o rm a n  a n d  B r i a n  K e a t s .  C h r is t i n e  was  l iv i n g  i n

Syd n ey  b e f o re  th a t .  B a c k  i n  N Z  sh e  o rg a n ise d  two  o f

B r i a n  K e a t s '  N Z  l e c t u re  tours .

W h e n  to l d  o f  th e  B ra i dwo o d  c o n f e re n c e  sh e  was  ve r y

e n thus i as t i c  a b ou t  i t  a n d  wa n te d  B D N Z  to  b e

c o n n e c te d  to  our  S e c t i o n  wo rk .  C h r is i t i n e  was  g o i n g

to  a t te n d  our  c o n f e re n c e  a n d  h a d  o rg a n ise d  f o r  P e te r

B a c c hus  a n d  J a m es  M i l to n  to  g o  w i th  h e r .  H e r  pass i n g

1 7  d ays  b e f o re  our  c o n f e re n c e  resu l te d  i n  P e te r  a n d

J a m es  i n i t i a l ly  d e c i d i n g  n o t  to  c o m e  bu t  f o r t un a te ly

th ey  c h a n g e d  th e i r  m i n ds  a n d  c o n t r i bu te d  muc h  to  th e

eve n t .  

N o  d oub t  th a t  sh e  was  'prese n t '  a t  our  c o n f e re n c e .



The Foundation Stone
Meditation  (ending)

At the turning point of time

The spirit-light of the world

Entered the earthly stream of

being.

Darkness of night

Had ceased to reign;

Day-radiant light

Shone forth in human souls;

Light

That gives warmth

To simple shepherds’ hearts;

Light

That enlightens

The wise heads of kings.

Light divine,

Christ-Sun,

Warm

Our hearts;

Enlighten

Our heads;

That good may become

What from our hearts

We are founding,

What from our heads

We direct

With focused will.

11. Co-worker questions/ ref lections
Where possib le each newslet ter  wi l l  publ ish as many
quest ions or  ref lect ions f rom you “co-workers” of  the
Austra l ian Branch. I t  is  hoped that  anyone moved to
of fer  responses to these quest ions/ref lect ions wi l l  send
them to us to  share wi th  the broader  group
(ag.sect ion.aust@gmai l .com).  

Consider ing th is  is  the f i rs t  newslet ter,  we wi l l  ask the
f i rs t  quest ions.

1. What  k ind of  research would you l ike to  be involved
in? This  could include any of  the potent ia l  research
projects  ment ioned a couple of  pages back.

2. What  sor t  of  assistance do you need wi th
conduct ing and/or  repor t ing your  research?

12. Upcoming events

As ment ioned above,  the 2026 Austral ian Branch
of the Agriculture Section Conference wil l  be
held in  Queensland most  l ike ly  in  ear ly  July. More
detai ls  to  fo l low. 

Biodynamics FNQ proudly  presents "A Deep Dive
into the Astro Calendar guided by i ts creator
Brian Keats”

     Date: 15/02/26 

     Venue: Ather ton Table lands FNQ 

     A rare oppor tuni ty  to  par t ic ipate in  th is  interact ive
workshop to celebrate Br ian’s  f inal  Astro Calendar.

     For  more informat ion and bookings.
events@biodynamicsfnq.org.au 
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